
 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY



 

 

K2. Acquiring a basic understanding of and appreciation for some contemporary scholarship 

and debate about many aspects of Locke's philosophy of mind; 



 

 

The expectation is that students will be display a mastery of the relevant philosophical 

material. Grades for your essays will be based on the completeness and accuracy, 

relevance, philosophical depth and significance, and clarity of your expositions. 

 

Analytic Term Paper (30%) [K1, K2, M2, M3, P1, P2, P3, P4] Students are required to write 

and submit a 1500-1750 word analytic Term Paper. The paper is due at midnight on Monday 

Mar 27th. More details can be found on OWL under the “Assignments” tab. Students are 

required to meet with the instructor prior to Mar 9th to discuss their paper project and to 

have their topics approved by the instructor.  This will be graded pass/fail and will be worth 

10% of the paper grade. It is the student’s responsibility to schedule and attend a meeting  that 

occurs before the deadline with the instructor in a timely manner. Students should expect any 

available timeslots near the deadline to fill and to fill weeks ahead. It is the student's 

responsibility to make sure that the paper is uploaded or emailed before midnight according to 

the upload/email timestamp. Take steps to ensure that your paper is not refused or counted late 

because of a slight error in timing. Late papers are assessed a 5% deduction per day until 

Thursday April 6th. No papers can be accepted after midnight on Thursday April 6th per 

departmental and Senate policy. As of Friday April 7th, all students who have failed to submit a 

paper will be awarded a score of 0, unless they receive decanal approval for an accommodation. 

Papers failing to fall within the required word count will not be accepted and will not be 

considered submissions; they will be awarded a score of 0 for the assignment on Friday April 7th. 

An analytic essay or paper differs from an exegetical paper because it defends a thesis, 

and in the case of a philosophical essay or paper the thesis should be a philosophically 

important and interesting one. A defense of a thesis is an argument that shows the truth 



 

 

and books or webposting recommended by the instructor or GTA should be prepared to 

justify his or her selection and use of such material within the paper’s footnotes. Students 

are strongly encouraged to ask questions and seek help in the development of their paper 

projects, their thesis, and their argument. If an optional paper writing seminar is offered, 

students are strongly encouraged to participate. 

 

Adversaria, a Philosophical Journal (10%) [K1, K2, K3, K4, M3, M4, P1, P3, P4] Students 

are required to maintain an adversaria or a philosophical journal on the assigned readings 

throughout the term. The reflective component of the entries (see below) should consist of a 

minimum of 150 words. The journal should be completed on every assigned reading before the 

class at which the assignment is due. The completed journal should be accessible to the student 

at every class for students may be called up to share their journal’s observations with the class. 

Journals must be submitted for assessment on the following dates: Jan 25th; Feb 15th; Mar 15th; 

and Apr 5th. Adversaria will be graded Pass/Fail based on their completeness. Students missing 

four (or more) entries from their adversaria should not expect to receive a passing mark for the 

assignment. Entries should follow the guidelines described below; failure to follow the format 

and guidelines below may result in your journals being considered uncompleted. 

An adversaria or commonplace book traditionally serves a number of intellectual 

purposes, ranging from improving memorization of material to the organization and 

structure of one’s understanding or analysis of a discipline. The constitutive components 

and the format are important contributing factors toward those intellectual goals.  The 

basic idea behind maintaining an adversaria is maintaining an accessible record of 

significant passages or ideas from your reading or study. When you encounter an 

interesting/significant/important idea or passage while reading the assignment, you 

should: 

1.



 

 

Adversaria is an old technique, but modern technology 



 

 

 LoLordo, Antonia. Locke's Moral Man. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012. 

A book review should provide its target audience with an argument for (or against) the 

importance of reading the book being reviewed. Reviews are always directed at a 

particular readership — in this case your audience should be understood to be your peers, 

third-year honors students enrolled in third-year course on Locke's philosophy of mind. 

Reviews should always contain a clear presentation of the message, theme, and thesis of 

the book, a brief depiction of its argumentative structure, and a critical assessment of the 

significance and value of the book for the intended audience. Even negative reviews 

should be able to find positive and worthwhile features of the book to mention and 

positively glowing reviews should be able to find shortcomings and limitations worth 

noting. Reviews will not be graded on whether or not you recommend that the book be 

read. They will be graded on your presentation of the book and the expression and 

justification of your judgment of the book. 

 

Accommodations 

Non-medical absences will be

https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
http://www.uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html
http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html
http://www.turnitin.com/


http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/





