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THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

Undergraduate Course Outline 2016-17 
 

Philosophy 2260G: Introduction to Philosophy of Language 

 

 

Winter Term 2017 

Tues 1:30-2:20; Thurs 1:30-3:20 

TC 343 

 

Robert J. Stainton 

STVH 3126, Thurs 3:30- 4:30 

519-661-2111 ext. 82757 

rstainto@uwo.ca 

  

 

DESCRIPTION 
An introductory survey of philosophy of language. The course will focus on the contemporary 

Analytic tradition (including authors such as Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein, Austin, Quine, Katz, 

Davidson and Chomsky).  

 

This year, the two major themes will be the metaphysics and epistemology of natural languages, 

specifically:  

1) Are there really such things as natural languages (e.g., English, Spanish and Urdu)? If 

so, what sort of thing are they? Are languages abstract, physical, mental, or social?  

2) How should one investigate natural languages? E.g., should theorists emphasize the 

methods of mathematics and logic, physics, psychology, or sociology? 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
None. Any suggested readings will be announced in class and made available electronically. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The twin objectives of this class are development of philosophical skills and familiarity with some 

central issues in philosophy of language. The skills include close scrutiny of arguments, oral 

debate, and careful, clear writing. The issues, as noted above, are both metaphysical and 

methodological. Students will also be introduced to important empirical results about natural 

languages, where these bear on the philosophical questions. 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

Group Presentation: 5% 
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who miss a debate/exam/presentation/quiz without proper documentation from the Dean’s Office 

will receive a zero on that assignment. 

 



http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

