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Re adi ng Schedul e  
Death – PHIL2073G, Winter Semes t er 2016 

 
January 4th – Classes resume 
 
Unit 1 – Ancient views on Death  
 
January 7th 
I nt r oduc t i on 
Overview of the course, the assignments, and class objectives. 
Epicurean views on de at h 
Epicurus – “Letter to Menoeceus, 10.121-135,” in Philosophy and Death, pp.163-166. 
 
January 14th 
Epicurean views on de at h c ont i nue d 
Lucretius – On the Nature of Things, Bk. III, in Philosophy and Death, pp.172-176. 
Pl at oni c views on deat h 
Plato – excerpts from Phaedo, in Philosophy and Death, pp.39-45. 
 
January 21st 
Pl at oni c views on deat h cont i nue d 
Plato – excerpts from Phaedo, in Philosophy and Death, pp.45-64. 
 
January 28th 
St oi c views on deat h  
Seneca – excerpts from Letters from a Stoic. Available on the course website. 
Epictetus –Discourses, Book I, Ch.1-2, 24-25. Available on the course website. 
 
February 4th 
Som e respons e s to the Epicure an view of deat h    
Thomas Nagel – “Death,” in Philosophy and Death, pp.177-184.  
Harry Silverstein – “The Evil of Death,” in Philosophy and Death, pp.185-204. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html


Uni t 2 – Mort ali t y and Immort al ity  
 
February 11th 

First Essay Due 
Pascal’s Wager and Nietzsche’s Eternal Recurrence 
Blaise Pascal – excerpts from Pensées.  Available on the course website. 
Friedrich Nietzsche – “The Greatest Weight”  from The Gay Science; “The Eternal Recurrence” 

from The Will to Power; “Of the Vision and the Riddle: 2” from Thus Spoke Zarathustra. 
Available on the course website. 

 
February 15th – 19th – Reading Week 
 
February 25th 
Pe r s onal Ident i t y  – Lock e ’ s stocki ng s , and The se us ’  Ship  
John Locke – “On Identity and Diversity,” Book II, Ch. 27 Essay Concerning Human 
Understanding Book II, Ch. 27. Available on the course website. 
John Perry – A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality, in Philosophy and Death, pp.65-

75. 
 
March 3rd 



March 31st 
Sui c i de  
Second Essay Due 
Albert Camus – excerpts from The Myth of Sisyphus. 
Schopenhauer – ‘On Suicide’, from Parergo and Paralipomena Vol.2.  Available on the course 
website. 
Richard Brandt – ‘The Morality and Rationality of Suicide’, in Philosophy and Death, pp.312-

329. 
Final class 
 
April 6th  – Last day of classes. 
 
Final Exam: TBA  
 


