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Linguistics 4248A – Advanced Syntactic Analysis 
 

 
Instructor: Hermann Keupdjio  
Email: hkeupdij@uwo.ca 
Office hours: TBA (or by appointment) 
 
The main goal of this course is to familiarize the students with current syntactic theory, 
by investigating the syntax of movement and agreement, and how it has been analyzed 
over the past 50 years. Students will be expected to read original literature in the 
Principles and Parameters/Minimalism frameworks and will learn about different 
approaches to syntax (e.g. Relational Grammar, Lexical-Functional Grammar). Students 
will also learn to apply what they have learned to new data from different languages. 
 
By the end of the course students should 

§ feel confident reading formal syntactic literature 
§ be able to apply theoretical analyses to original data 
§ be able to critique and present research papers 
§ feel confident about doing original research within the frameworks provided 
§ be able to communicate their research results (in the form of abstracts, 

squibs, and oral presentations) 

 

Format of the course: 
§ lectures 
§ discussion groups on concepts introduced in the papers 
§ presentation of language logs 
§ solving empirical problems in class and at home (assignments) 
§ student presentations of relevant literature 
§ original research 

 
Recommended Textbooks 

mailto:ileana@uwo.ca
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Readings list: 
Review of foundational notions 

Fukui, N., & Narita, H. (2014). Merge, labeling, and projection. The Routledge handbook 
of syntax, 1, 3-23. 

Mateu, J. (2014). Argument structure. The Routledge handbook of syntax, 24-41. 
Travis, L. D. (2014). The integration, proliferation, and expansion of functional 
 categories: An overview. The Routledge handbook of syntax, 42-64. 
 

Unit 2: Detecting surface syntax 
Chomsky, N. 1981. Lectures on Government and Binding. Dordrecht: Foris. 
Déchaine, R. M., & Manfredi, V. (1994). Binding domains in Haitian. Natural Language 

&  Linguistic Theory, 12(2), 203-257. 
Déchaine, R. M., & Wiltschko, M. (2017). A formal typology of reflexives. Studia 
 Linguistica, 71(1-2), 60
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***************************** 
Ghomeshi, Jila. 2001. Control and thematic agreement. Canadian Journal of Linguistics 

46: 9-40. (available online via Weldon) 
Halpert, Claire. 2015. Raising parameters. In Proceedings of WCCFL 33, ed. Kyeong-min 
Kim, 186–195. Cascadilla Press. https://www.lingref.com/cpp/wccfl/33/paper3238.pdf  
Hornstein, N. 1999. Movement and control. Linguistic Inquiry, 30, 69–96. 
Hornstein, N., & Nunes, J. (2014). Minimalism and control. Routledge handbook of syntax, 

239-263. 
Moore, John. 1998. Turkish copy-raising and A-chain locality. Natural Language and 

Linguistic Theory 16: 149-189. (available online via Weldon) 
Potsdam, Eric and Jeffrey T. Runner. 2001. Richard returns: Copy raising and its 

implications. In Mary Andronis, Christopher Ball, Heidi Elston, and Sylvain 
Neuvel (eds.). CLS 37: The Main Session. Papers from the 37th Meeting of the 

https://www.lingref.com/cpp/wccfl/33/paper3238.pdf
https://people.clas.ufl.edu/potsdam/files/CLS37.pdf
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Georgi, Doreen. 2017. Patterns of movement reflexes as the result of the order of 
Merge and Agree. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199553266.003.0003
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