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Overview of WISSLR 2023 Conference 

Event Location & Time:   

Online (Gather Town) 9:00 – 17:25 EST  

Opening Remarks  9:00 – 9:15  

Session 1   9:15-10:30  

First Break  10:30-10:40  

Session 2  10:40-11:55  

Lunch Break  11:55-13:15  

Keynote Presentation  13:15-14:20  

Session 3   13:15-15:10  

Social Session  15:10-16:00  

Session 4  16:00-17:15  

Closing Remarks  17:15-17:25  
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WISSLR 2023 Schedule   

March 4th, Saturday, 2023 
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Abstracts  

Keynote Presentation:  

Cross-linguistic semantics: Case studies in universality and diversity 

Dr. 
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Session 1:  
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highlighting the role of ideological and political stances in the portrayals of refugees across news 

outlets. 

 

A project documenting Chinese dialects 

Kang Xu | University of Calgary 
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preserve local dialects. Second, by documenting features of uncommonly taught local dialects, 

this project contributes to the general study of dialectology.    
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Figure 3 reveals an environment wherein the expected epenthetic repair to an illicit onset 

sequence does not occur. This example is one of several nuclear serial verbs in the language 

which incur fatal violations to the high-ranking markedness constraint that blocks complex 
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Pylkkänen 2008). (3) [CP utá [TP [Foc/TopP médhaṁresultee [Foc/TopP śṛtapākaṃresult [VP 

resultee pacantu [resP resultee [SC resultee result]]]]]]]    

Kratzer (2005)’s account of resultative secondary predicates ensures that event expressed by the 

verb is identical to the event of causing the result state. An analogous structure may be assumed 

for depictives, such that the event expressed by the verb and the state of the subject at the time of 

the event are identical (Milway 2019: 105). Applying this analysis to Vedic yields a description 

of possible and impossible positions for secondary predicates as compared to attributive XPs.    

Analyzing the structure of secondary predicates as complex further accounts for the prop- erty of 

prosodic isolation demonstrated by Vedic secondary predicates to the exclusion of attributive 

XPs (e.g. the line-final position of the depictive predicate in (2)). Vedic prosodic isolation is 

encoded via proximity to caesura and line-boundaries (Hale & Kissock 2021), which 

demonstrates sensitivity to the intonational boundary of the secondary predication phrase.    

This proposal can account for the distributional tendencies of Vedic secondary predicates, which 

is not easily distinguishable from those of attributive XPs based on surface distribution alone.  
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Proposal  

If we take (in)dependency to be a feature of the root and assume that this alternation is an 

instance of allomorphy, it would follow that a possession node would have to look inward to the 

root for the presence of a [DEP]/[INDEP] feature to determine how it is exponed. This would 

pose a challenge to Bobaljik’s analysis since it would require that a possession head be inwardly 

sensitive to morphosyntactic features.  

We know that the alternation is not conditioned by phonological features. In example (3), we see 
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Towards a syntactic view of voice: evidence from Ilocano 

Zlata Odribets | University of Manitoba 

In much existing work, the choice between two alternative constructions in grammatical 

structures that present such a choice has been argued to be conditioned by pragmatic factors. 

Therefore, it is commonplace to view voice systems as being crosslinguistically governed by 

pragmatics (Givón 1994). More recent literature, however, has presented objections to a 

pragmatic account of the conditioning of voice contrasts (Quesada & Skopeteas 2010).   

In this presentation, I support the claims made by Quesada & Skopeteas 2010 by putting forth 

additional evidence for a syntactic rather than pragmatic view of voice, using fieldwork data 

from the Philippine language Ilocano. Ilocano has a rich voice system, which, most notably for 

the purposes of this presentation, includes Agent Voice and Patient Voice. Patient Voice is 

characterized by absolutive case being assigned to the patient, with the agent receiving ergative 

case, as shown in (1); meanwhile, an Agent Voice construction involves an absolutive agent 

acting on an oblique patient, as shown in (2).   

(1)  ag-botɯŋ nak ti aso   

AV-fear 1sA of dog   

‘I’m afraid of dogs.’ (Agent Voice)   

(2)  ka-botɯŋ ko dajta ŋa aso   

PV-fear 1sE that LK dog   

‘I’m afraid of that dog.’ (Patient Voice)    

Despite the data above making it seem like referentiality, a pragmatic factor, is conditioning the 

choice between the two voice constructions, the presentation shows that the Ilocano voice system 
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environment in which the use of Agent 
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often provide a lot of comprehensible input. Studies show that the video content provided by 

movies provides language learners with authentic input that gives them a long-lasting mental 

representation by providing a high degree of immediacy and reinforcement through subtitles of 
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web application that will track the moment-to-moment behavior of participants as they are 

exposed to a large amount of language input. The findings from this study will contribute to the 

design of language-learning activities integrated into various learning environments and will 

further the field’s understanding of the underlying processes involved in language acquisition. 
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