WESTERN UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF
LANGUAGES AND
CULTURES

SP9733B/LIN9706B

“L2&L3ACQUISITION OF MORPHOSYNTAX”

COURSE INFORMATION

Seminars: Winter, Mondays (3.30-6.30 pm) in UC 3325

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Professor: Olga Tararova






Presentation Leadership Discussion (10%)

A student will pick one of the articles listed below and lead a discussion on the article/ chapter.
The student will be required to prepare a number of questions to lead the discussion period. The
student is NOT required to prepare a PowerPoint presentation or a handout. The leadership
discussion should be roughly 20-30 minutes. *For Spanish students, you may be required to lead
a discussion in Spanish.

Written summary (5%)

Students are required to submit a 2-page written summary including critical analysis of one of
the articles other than the one they present. It is recommended that the students submit summary
(2) after having received the feedback on written summary (1). * For Spanish students, the
written summary and analysis needs to be submitted in Spanish.

Participation (8%):
In-class participation: this portion of your grade will reflect both the quantity and, more
importantly, quality of your contributions to in-class discussions.

Experimental Project (65%):

In recent years, third language acquisition has gone from being part of the second language
acquisition domain to becoming an independent field. The main question that still remains open
involves the role of previous languages in L3 development. In the process of acquiring a third
language (L2)/L3 structural system, learners are faced with several challenges, as they encounter
both old structures, (i.e., those which already exist in their L1), and new ones, which do not have
L1 counterparts. During the seminar, the instructor will familiarize students with current debates
and theories involving L2-L3 acquisition, which will lead them to carry their own group
experimental study in order to understand further the issues in perception and production that
Spanish L2/L3 learners are faced with. The student(s) will choose a linguistic topic of their
interest and choose the most appropriate method according to the proposed research question to
run their own pilot project.

The project involves the design of a study to test the L3 acquisition of some morphological or
syntactic structure in Spanish or any other Romance language, followed by the testing of at least
three learners per category.

{ FEinal Project outline (15%): this will involve presenting your project with a partner
including the main research question(s) and hypotheses; (some of) the previous research
on the topic (7-10 sources); and a brief outline of the experimental methodology. The
outline should not exceed 5 pages (Times New Roman, 12 pts, double-spaced). Please
use a summary format (critical summary as well as a summary of your oral presentation)
to guide you while writing part of your literature review.

f Oral PowerPoint presentation (15%): you and your partner will elaborate the aspects
presented in your outline, including the addressed feedback that | will have provided, and
present the complete methodological design (participant(s), task(s), stimuli, testing
protocol)

1 Final paper (30%): The final paper will consist of a pilot experimental study of some
aspect of L2/L.3 acquisition (no less than 10 participants) with the focus on Romance




morphology. The study must contain a critical review of previous research, data analysis,
and (qualitative) results. The paper should not exceed 15 pages (Times New Roman, 12
pts, double-spaced), excluding the references. A hard copy of the papers together with an
electronic copy must be submitted to the instructor by email. The date of submission is
last day of class, April 11. The term paper must be submitted on time.

ETHICS: Because the final project involves research using human subjects, the student will read
the Tri-Council Policy Statement, as well as the relevant information on the office of research
ethics website at Western (http://www.uwo.ca/research/ethics/). The student will not collect any
data until ethics approval has been obtained. Besides, one representative of the REB office will
come to class to give a workshop on research ethics. All students must complete the TCPS2
tutorial (http://tcps2core.ca/welcome).

SCHEDULE
Week/Date | Theme / Structure | Readings & Assignments
L2 ACQUISITION
1: M, Jan 9 Introduction and syllabus

How to present a paper
Second language acquisition. How are


http://www.uwo.ca/research/ethics/

Cai & Cai (2015)

12: M, March 20 | Adult Acquisition of L3 Gender Brown (2020)
Guest Speaker: Brown Tararova et al (2022)
13: M, March 27 Assessing all L3 models Schwartz, B D., and

Sprouse, R. (2021).

L3 ACQUISITION & TEACHING

14. M, April 3 L3 Acquisition & Teaching Cenoz (2013)

Gonzalez Alonso &
Rothman (2017)

15. M. April 10 Oral presentations

Final remarks
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https://jared-desjardins.github.io/LI/docs/4.1/
https://jared-desjardins.github.io/LI/docs/4.1/
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COURSE POLICIES

Late or Missed Assignments:

Please note that the weighting of class assignments cannot be modified or changed. It is your
responsibility to contact me immediately if you miss a class assignment. No make-ups will be
allowed without the presentation of the appropriate documentation UWO's Policy on
Accommodation for Medical IlIness:

(https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm) for medical absences, or a letter from the
&ROHIH SHILVIUDU IRU RIKHU PDIfHUY  30HDVH QRIH 3OL0G FRIGV QRn-acute diarrhoea and/or vomiting,
headaches, menstrual cramps, insomnia or other non-acute problems may benefit from medical
advice and/or treatment but may not warrant a certificate. Non-medical issues, such as a death in
the family, should be addressed IKURXJK \RXU FRIOHJH LI $ 6 RU IDFXUN\ UHILVIUDU ~ Note also that
an illness verification form will not automatically result in alternative arrangements. The
SK\VLFLDQYV UHSRUI' PXV HVIDEOLVK WKDI \RX ZHUH H[DPLQHG DQG GLDJQRVHG DIl lIKH ILPH RI LOOQHVV DQG
not after the fact. I will not accept a statement that merely confirms a report of illness made by a
student and documented by the physician. If | feel that your condition was not serious enough to
miss an assessment you will receive a mark of zero. Suspicious medical certificates will be
forwarded to the Office of Student Academic Integrity. Extra work cannot be substituted for class
assignments.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND SERVICES

Professionalism & Privacy:

Western students are expected to follow the Student Code of Conduct. Additionally, the following
expectations

and professional conduct apply to this course:

X Students are expected to follow online etiquette expectations provided on OWL

X All course materials created by the instructor(s) are copyrighted and cannot be sold/shared
X Recordings are not permitted (audio or video) without explicit permission

X Permitted recordings are not to be distributed

X


https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf

Students enrolled in this class should understand the level of autonomy and self-
discipline required to be successful.

1. Invest in a planner or application to keep track of your courses. Populate all your
deadlines at the start of the term and schedule time at the start of each week to
get organized and manage your time.

2. Make it a daily habit to log onto OWL to ensure you have seen everything
posted to help you succeed in this class.

3. Create weekly checklists help you stay on track.

4. Take notes as you go through the lesson material. Treat this course as you would
a face-to-face course. Keeping handwritten notes or even notes on a regular
Word document will help you learn more effectively than just reading or
watching the videos.

5. Connect with others. Try forming an online study group and try meeting on a
weekly basis for study and peer support.

6. Do not be afraid to ask questions. If you are struggling with a topic, check the
online discussion boards or contact your instructor(s) and or teaching
assistant(s).

7. Reward yourself for successes. It seems easier to motivate ourselves knowing


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
/univsec/privacy/faq.html#ShouldIUse

Support Services


/health/psych/index.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
/arts/counselling/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/your-services/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
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