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4. Course Description and Design  

 

This course focuses on Italian identity as a plural and ever-changing process, as a work in 
progress resulting from the interplay of cultural diversity and collective identification. We will 
explore the dynamics of inclusion and exclusion that have characterized and continue to 
characterize the relationship with the country of origin of Italian emigrants, and the sense of 
national belonging of so-called “hyphenated Italians”, both outside Italy (in particular, Italian-
Canadians and Italian-Americans) and inside (the sons and daughters of immigrants to Italy). By 
examining these dynamics we will reflect on how emigrants and “hyphenated Italians” have 
contributed to problematize and transform the nation’s self-representation.  At the same time, 
special attention will be given to the age-old debate on Italian identit(ies), a debate which we will 
retrace historically, from its beginning in medieval times to the present. To this end we will 
consider the idea of Italy constructed by some of the greatest figures from the past (Marco Polo, 
Dante, Petrarca, Leopardi, Pasolini) and by a number of contemporary pop artists, mainly singers 
and rappers.      
 
Pre-or Corequisite(s): Italian 2200 or 2250W/X or permission of the department 
 

Mode Dates Time Frequency 

Virtual synchronous M/W 3:30-4:30  Weekly 

Virtual asynchronous M 4:30-5:30 Weekly 

 

 Asynchronous pre-work must be completed prior to synchronous sessions 

 Attendance at synchronous sessions is required  

 Missed work should be completed within 24 hours 
 

All course material will be posted to OWL: http://owl.uwo.ca. Any changes will be indicated on the 
OWL site and discussed with the class. 

 
If students need assistance, they can seek support on the OWL Help page. Alternatively, they 
can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk. They can be contacted by phone at 519-
661-3800 or ext. 83800. 

 
Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox are the preferred browsers to optimally use OWL; update your 
browsers frequently. Students interested in evaluating their internet speed, please click here. 
 

 
 

5. Learning Outcomes 

 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
▪ understand key aspects of Italian and Italian-Canadian culture in a historical perspective  
▪ research autonomously a number of topics related to the culture and history of the Italian 

people  
▪ communicate in written and spoken Italian with enhanced proficiency  
▪ engage with a broad array of text types 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://owlhelp.uwo.ca/students/index.html
https://wts.uwo.ca/helpdesk/
https://www.google.ca/chrome/?brand=CHBD&gclid=CjwKCAjwxLH3BRApEiwAqX9arfg8JaH6fWGASk9bHTkfW_dyBir93A1-TliP-7u1Kguf-WZsoGAPhBoC9NYQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.mozilla.org/en-CA/
https://www.google.com/search?q=internet+speed+test+google&rlz=1C5CHFA_enCA702CA702&oq=internet+speed+test+google&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.3608j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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6. Course 
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Below is the evaluation breakdown for the course. Any deviations will be communicated. 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL NOT HAVE A FINAL EXAM  

Assessment Format Weighting Due Date 

Writing Assignment 1 Instructions on 
OWL 

18% See class schedule 

Writing Assignment 2 Instructions on 
OWL 

18% See class schedule 

Writing Assignment 3 Instructions on 
OWL 

18% See class schedule 

Essay Project 
Presentation  

Instructions on 
OWL 

13% See class schedule 

Essay Instructions on 
OWL 

25%  See class schedule 

Discussion and 
Participation 

Instructions on 
OWL 

8% See class schedule 

 All assignments are due at 11:55 pm EST unless otherwise specified 

 Written assignments will be submitted to Turnitin (statement in policies below) 

 A97.4(e)6(r)8(w)-2(i)-27(se)6( s)3(p)6(e)6(ci)-2(fie)6(d)5 re
f*
199.33 597.4to T

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_73
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/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf
/sci/counselling/procedures/academic_consideration_for_absences/index.html
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Reporting Tool. This tool takes the place of the need to submit a medical note and the Self-Reported Absence System 
formally used by undergraduate students. 

You are required to self-report every day that you are ill and unable to complete course commitments. Details about when 
you should submit missed work, the format of the missed work can be found in the Section 7. Evaluation above. Students 
should communicate promptly with their instructor and use this tool with integrity.  

/sci/counselling/procedures/academic_consideration_for_absences/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_religious.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/exam/definitions.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/privacy/faq.html#ShouldIUse
http://www.turnitin.com/


http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
/arts/counselling/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/your-services/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf
/health/psych/index.html
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