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DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES 
WOMEN FILMMAKERS 

SP3350G / CLC 3350G / Film3311G / WS3357G 
Winter 2020 

 

�
 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Constanza Burucúa - cburucua@uwo.ca 
OFFICE: UC 4309 
OFFICE HOURS: Tues. 11.30 to 12.30 / Thurs. 11.30 to 12.30 or by request 
 
TEACHING ASSISTANT Alexandra Irimia – airimia2@uwo.ca 
OFFICE UC 1305 
OFFICE HOURS Thursday 11.30 to 12.30 or by request 
 
COURSE TIMETABLE  
Tuesday 9.30 to 11.30 – SCREENING à UC 1401 
Thursday 9.30 to 11.30 – LECTURE / TUTORIAL à UC 2105 
 
AIMS OF THE COURSE 
This course explores the notion of film authorship in relation to its utterances and 
implications when associated to the praxis of contemporary women film directors, 
from the early 1960s to the present. While troubling the notion of women’s cinema, 
its definition, limits and limitations, a wide range of case studies – films emerging 
from dissimilar contexts of production and reception – will be mostly read and 
discussed in the light of feminist approaches to questions about gender and 
representation. In this sense, the course will also offer a historical and critical 
overview of feminist scholarship within film studies and of the ongoing debates in 
this area of study.  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the course, students will be able to:  
 

1.! Critically reflect upon questions concerning women and film, both in terms 
of their involvement in production and in the processes of reception.  
 

2.! Ponder the key notions involved in the debates around, and the study of, 
feminist film theory, gendered representations and considerations on point 
of view.   

 
REQUIRED READINGS 
All the bibliography listed under the title of the film/s that will be screened each 
week is compulsory reading. It will be available online through the course OWL 
site or the appropriate links will be provided in this syllabus.   
 
For general reference:  

-! Kuhn, Annette and Radstone, Susannah (eds.). The Women's companion 
to international film. London: Virago, 1990.  

-! Women in Film & Television: A Bibliography of Selected Materials in the UC 
Berkeley Libraries  

-! http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/womenbib.html 
-! The Women and Film Project 

https://womenandfilmproject.wordpress.com/ 
 
ASSESSMENT 

-! Attendance and preparation for class discussions (via email) (10%) 
-! Participation in class discussions (15%) 
-! Pop Quizzes (15%) à On: January 9, January 30, February 27, March 26  
-! Report and Film Reviews (20%) à Due: February 25, 9.30 am.  
-! Oral presentation and discussion leading (20%) 
-! Final Research Project (20%) à Due: March 31, 9.30 am.  

 
1.! ATTENDANCE AND PREPARATION FOR CLASS DISCUSSIONS (10%)  
 
1.a. ATTENDANCE: 
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4.! REPORT AND FILM REVIEWS (20%) à 
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5.! ORAL PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION LEADING (20%) 
Working in groups of two or three, students have to produce a double-sided 
handout to distribute in class (please make sure to bring the necessary copies)



 6 

6.!
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PLEASE NOTE 
 
The Department of Languages and Cultures Policies (which govern the conduct, 
standards, and expectations for student participation in the department's courses) are 
available here: http://www.uwo.ca/modlang/undergraduate/policies.html. It is your 
responsibility to understand these policies, and thus ignorance thereof cannot be used as 
grounds for appeal 
 
Submission of essays and written assignments 
All essays and written assignments have to be submitted both through OWL and in print 
to the instructor. If you fail to submit your essay in either one format or the other by the 
due date and time, it will be considered a late submission and it will be marked accordingly. 
The essay you submit through OWL and the one that you hand in have to be identical. 
Students have to keep a copy of every assignment they hand in.  
 
**Make sure to comply to this requisite in order to avoid late submission penalties** 
 
Late assignments 
With the exception of properly documented medical illnesses, emergencies or unexpected 
circumstances, late assignments will be penalized 2 points per day late (including 
weekends). All requests of extensions and/or accommodations must come through the 
office of the Dean – Academic Counseling.  
 
 
Academic Offences  
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate 
policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the 
following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergr
ad.pdf. 
 
Plagiarism 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students 
take an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by 
using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or 
citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence. 
 
Plagiarism Checking 
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supporting extenuating circumstances to the Academic Counselling unit in their 
Faculty of registration no later than two business days after the date specified for 
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GRADING CRITERIA 
A+ (90-100) 
Argument: Clear development of a specific, challenging and original thesis. The 
writer has taken significant risks successfully; in the resulting piece, distinctive 
ideas and content have discovered their necessary distinctive form. Detailed 
reference to appropriate texts, with evidence of individual response. Ability not only 
to expound subject but to see it around–subtleties and ambiguities, qualifications 
and concessions, relations to other subjects, etc. 
Presentation, structure: Quotations well integrated into text. Proper paragraphs. 
Almost no typographical errors.  
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, with full range of sentence types 
(compound, complex, and compound-complex), with full range of punctuation 
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SENATE REGULATIONS: 
 
1.  Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a major academic offence. Students must write their 
essays in their own words.  Whenever students take an idea, or a passage, from another 
author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where 
appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations.   
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergr
ad.pdf 
 
2.  Plagiarism Checking: All required papers will be subject to submission for textual 
similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the 
University for the detection of plagiarism.  All papers submitted will be included as 
source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
papers subsequently submitted to the system.  Use of the service is subject to the 
licensing agreement, currently between the University of Western Ontario and 
Turnitin.com.   
 
3.  


