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Phil 2078&/DH 2126~ Ethics for a Digital World

Instructor : Dr. Ryan Robb

Fall 2019 _ Office: Stevenson Hall, 4126
Day and Time: Thursdays 1:30 +2:30 p.m. Office Hours: Thursdays11:30a.m.
Classroom WSC 55 1:30 p.m.

e-mal: rrobb@uwo.ca

DESCRIPTION

We spend a considerable portion of our lives in the digital world. What moral consiagratio

ought to gui@ our conduct as digital citizergiven the possibility thatnline behaviour is

morally distinct from real world behavio@ This class wilengagematerialsthataddress the

philosophical issugraised by these two questioBpecifically: : KDWYV WKH UHODWLRQVK
our virtual identities and our physical identitid$Gw is online activitychanging our
interpersonatelaionships?What areour rights and responsibilitigeward othersn the digital

world?How dowe tradebetweerthe potentially conflicting values ononymity and

accountability’How do we balance copyright claims against demands for open access? Is piracy
DOzZD\V ZURQJ" '"RHV D KDFNHU fanse R@&tsheuld Megdpaiedo PDNH DQ\
sexism, racism, homophobiadaather forms of @ and exiusion in online communities?

TEXTS
All thereadings for this course will be made available through OWL

OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of this courseteshelp studerstimprove their critical thinking skills.
Specifically, stucentsshould expect tamprove their abilitiesd understandhe argumentsnade
in the readingsnd respondwith argument®f their ownin their online discussion posts, their
online paticipation, andheir term papers

The secondary goal of theurseis tofamiliarize students withecentattempts by scholars to
identify and address the ethical issues that emarger increamgly digital lives. This goal will
be satisfied byesting studeincomprehension of the materials with online quizzed,arthe
final exam.

REQUIREMENTS

Online Quizzes15% (11 quizzes, worth B6% each)

Online Discussion Post20% (wo 400 600 word posts, worth 10% each)
OnlineDiscussion Participation: 108 responses, worth 5% each)
Onel1200 £1300 wordtermpaper. 25%

Final Exam:30%




AUDIT

Students wishing to audit thewrse should consult with the instructor prior to or during the first
week of classes.

COURSE POLICIES
1. Extensions

If you fail to meetthe submission datefor thetwo essays, extensiomsay be granted only as
a result ofa petition to the Academi€ounse



TOPIC SCHEDULE

Unit 1 (Weeks 1to 3, Septembeb" +22'9):

Introduction +What is PhilosophyWhat is Ethics?

Unit 2 (Weeks 4 and 5SeptembeR2"® +October6™/F2 12 Tf 1 0 0 1 186.26 623.74 Tm 0 G [(S)-3(e)4(p


http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf

resume academic responsibilities within 48 hours or less.
The following conditions are in place for se#fporting of medical or extenuating circumstances:


http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

