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Course Description and Objectives 

 

How do you put words together to form sentences? How does the way we build our 

sentences contribute towards interpretation? Why are some sentences ambiguous? Does 

the concept of grammaticality exist in the mind, or is it a social construct?  

This course aims at understanding ways in which these questions and others may be 

approached, and how they contribute to our understanding of the human mind. More than 

focusing on ready-made answers, we hope to learn to µWKLQN� VFLHQWLILFDOO\¶� DERXW�

language, that is, we will try to analyze sentences in different ways, making different 

hypotheses about them. Then we will try to weigh the evidence that supports each of 

these hypotheses.   

The course is taught once a week (3:00 hours) in English.  

Methodology 

The methodology is one of discovery. Classes will be divided in the following way: about 

an hour and a half will be dedicated to theories and the evidence needed to back them up, 

an about half will be dedicated to putting the theory in practice. In every class the 

students will receive a list of sentences that we will discuss and try to understand from a 

linguistic point of view.  

Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course, you will be able to: 

 

 Understand the relevance of all types of linguistic data to linguistic analysis, with 

a focus on English/Spanish (we will also see other languages). 

 Form hypotheses about the structure of sentences based on data. 

 Produce arguments in support of certain analyses. 



http://alpha.lib.uwo.ca/search~S20?/cPC4361.Z34+2002/cpc+4361+z34+2002/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://alpha.lib.uwo.ca/search~S20?/cP291.E427+2004/cp+++291+e427+2004/-3,-1,,E/browse


 

 

 3 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a major academic offense (see Scholastic Offense 

https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/medical_accommodations_link_for_OOR.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://westernusc.ca/services/

