
CL 9502B: Winter 2019

Fundamentals of Comparative Literature II:

Modes of Engagement

Winter Term 2018; Mondays 1:30pm-4:20pm
Room: Pride Library [Weldon Rm 107]

Professor James Miller, jmiller @ uwo.ca
519-661-2111, extension 85828



1. Course Description

CL 9502B may be considered the sequel to CL 9501A in two senses--chronologically and dialectically. 
The set of assigned readings for Fundamentals II begins in the intellectual turbulence of the 1960s, the 
period in which the set of assigned readings for Fundamentals I left off. Critical questions raised by the
key notion of “comparison”-- What literatures are worth comparing? Who determines the grounds of 
comparison? Why should national literatures be compared? How interdisciplinary should comparative 
literature be? Where does the unifying ideal of “World Literature” (as originally generated by the 
comparative project) lead in an increasingly fragmented world?-- will be dialectically addressed in 
relation to the key notion of “engagement” by critics and theorists who have directed the attention of 
comparatists towards the great divides in postwar culture. 





Week Eight: Engaging with the Global Divide: East / West, Centre / Margin
Feb 25 → Reading: Sourcebook: essays by Casanova, Xiaoyi and Tong

MIDTERM takehome essay submitted
    
            

MARCH

Week Nine: Engaging with the Sexuality Divide #1: Homo / Hetero
Mar 4 → Reading: Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet [Introduction, chapter 1]

Week Ten: Engaging with the Sexuality Divide #2: Closetedness / Outness
Mar 11 → Reading:  Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet [chapters 2, 3, 4, 5]

Week Eleven: Engaging with the Babel Divide: Original / Translation
Mar 18 → Reading: Sourcebook: essays by Venuti, Apter

Week Twelve: (Re-)Engaging with the Identity Divide: Self / Other, Desiring Subject / Desired Object
Mar 25 → Reading: Slavoj Žižek, The Metastases of Desire [Part 1: Cause]

APRIL

Week Thirteen: (Re)-Engaging with the Paragone Divide: Verbality / Visuality
Apr 1 → Reading: Slavoj Žižek, The Metastases of Desire [Part II: Woman]

   Screening: The Crying Game

Week Fourteen: Beyond the Divides: Comparativity and Incommensurability
Apr 8 → Reading: essays by Natalie Melas, Ming Xie



4. Required Readings

a. The Princeton Sourcebook in Comparative Literature. Ed. David Damrosch, Natalie Melas, and 
Mbongiseni Buthelezi. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009.

b. Ming Xie. “From Comparison to Comparativity.” In Conditions of Comparison: Reflections on 
Comparative Intercultural Inquiry. New York and London: Continuum, 2011. pp. 35-51. Xerox [copies 
on reserve in The Pride Library].

c. Eve Kosovsky Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet. University of California Press, 2008. [on order
at the Bookstore]

d. Slavoj Žižek, The Metastases of Enjoyment.Verso, Revised Edition, 2006. [on order at the 
Bookstore]

e. Natalie Melas, “Grounds for Comparison.” Introductory chapter to All the Difference in the World: 
Postcoloniality and the Ends of Comparison. Stanford University Press, 2007. Xerox [copies on reserve
in The Pride Library].




