
GSWS 2274 Course Syllabus 

Intro to Trans Studies 

Winter 2023 

 

 

Instructor: Elk Paauw, MA, PhD Candidate 

E-mail: epaauw@uwo.ca 



Utilize modes of inquiry that are both critical and creative to generate solutions and sustain 

action-oriented projects within this field of research or equivalent advanced scholarship. 

Communicate information and analyses orally and in writing to both academic and lay 

audiences. 

 

Work on various established rhetorical techniques concerning critical evaluation of arguments 

and abstract concepts, providing context and frameworks for new information as it is received, 

and mobilizing primary and secondary sources to develop unique thought. 

 

 

Learning Outcomes 

After completing the course, students should have ability to… 

1. Sketch an outline of trans studies as a discipline and how it has developed over time, 

centering Black, Indigenous, transfeminine WOC and intersex thought. 

2. Initiate and undertake critical evaluations of arguments for the purpose of proposing 

creative solutions and intersectional coalition-building. 

3. Mobilize trans theory by bringing theory to the real world. 

 

 

Required Course Materials (Weekly readings are available through OWL):0 

cardenas, micha, and Jian Neo Chen, editors. Transgender Studies Quarterly: Trans Futures. 4th 

ed., vol. 6, Duke University Press, 2019. 



2.  Kai Pyle, “Naming and 

Claiming: Recovering Ojibwe 

and Plains Cree Two-Spirit 

Language” [13pg] 

-El Museo 

Travesti (web 

archive) 

4 

2/1 

The Medical 

Model 

1. Sandy Stone, “The Empire 

Strikes Back: A Posttranssexual 

Manifesto” [16pg] 

2. Jules Gill-Peterson: Histories of 

the Transgender Child excerpts 

[~15pg] 

3. Mary Maggic, “Open Source 

Estrogen” [link

https://hemi.nyu.edu/hemi/es/campuzano-presentacion
https://hemi.nyu.edu/hemi/es/campuzano-presentacion
https://maggic.ooo/Open-Source-Estrogen-1
https://www.polygon.com/2017/11/16/16657222/hitman-comic-carta-monir
http://www.mattiebrice.com/mainichi/


 

 

Final Grade Breakdown 

In-Class Freewriting: 10% 

OWL Forum Posts: 30% 

Assignments: 30% 

Final Project: 30% 

 

All assignments generated for this class will be discussed during class itself. In-class freewriting, 

forum posts, assignments, and even your final project will be shared with your peers. In this way, 

none of the work you produce will be created in a vacuum, as it all has an audience of the other 

students in this class. This helps with engaging the course material critically, and should clarify 

any questions you have, as the work you bring in will be the germ for class discussion. Since 

most of the assignments are individual work, sharing with the group will be necessary in order to 

test your ideas out before your final project. Much of the work generated is low-stakes or graded 

credit/no credit in order to encourage creativity, experimentation, and most of all, participation. 

In-Class Freewriting: 10% (x12/1.2% each) 

At the beginning of every class will open with a 5- to 10-minute freewrite to get our juices 

flowing before we delve into class discussion. You can reflect further on the personal response 

you posted to the Canvas discussion for the week (see next paragraph), answer responses from 

other students (which will be projected at the start of class), reflect on how you felt about the 

readings, jot down further questions if anything was unclear, or really any remarks concerning 

the readings or the course material at large. This is just an exercise to help get you into a critical 

mindset before going straight into dissecting the readings via discussion. Ideally, what you 

generate in the freewrite acts as a jumping-off point for group discussion. Grading for these will 

merely be based on whether you show up and do it, thus the content of your responses will not be 

graded (unless you don’t write anything, or if your response is unrelated). 

 

OWL Forum Posts: 30% (x6/5% each) 

On OWL, prompts and questions will be posted that address that week’s general topic and/or 

reading assignment at six points across the term. As a rule of thumb, any week you have a 

regular assignment due, there will be no forum post due; conversely, every week you do not have 

an assignment due, a forum post is due instead. Posts should be submitted at least 2 hours before 

class each week so that we may refer to them during class discussion and respond to each other’s 

comments and lines of questioning. Please respond in paragraph form in a critical fashion in as 

as little as 4 sentences and topping out at 250 words (2 paragraphs). Posts can be replies to a 

classmate’s comments. Posts may also be formatted as a series of questions to be taken up in 

class (but written in good faith; see class ethos section). These posts will be credit/no credit, so 

as long as the post is something remotely relevant, it will receive full marks. 

 

Assignments: 30% 

#�h; see class�

 





The only thing to turn in for this segment is an outline of the reading that you will bring to class. 

Throughout the first part of the term, the professor will be modeling how to create an outline for 

each reading we cover, so by week 8 students should have a good idea of how to create theirs 

and what to include. 

 

Goals for this assignment include: 

¶ Facilitating open conversation with peers and professor as a fellow theorist 

¶ Fostering critical thinking when considering other’s ideas, both a writer’s or your peers 

and professor 

¶ Gaining experience in leadership and public speaking 

 

Final Project: 30% 

Option 1 

 

Go out in the world and use what you have learned in our class to make connections either 

locally in London or with trans scholars across the globe, then report what you experienced and 

learned back to the class. The last week of class, students will present their projects to the group 

via a research poster akin to what one would present at a conference. Prepare an informal “pitch” 

to introduce what your project was and what you learned to passers-by. If you have an idea for a 

final project that isn’t on the topic list, please e-mail me to approve your idea before moving 

forward with your project. 

 

Here are some activities you can engage in: 

-Visit the Pride Library 

-Attend a drag show 

-Attend an event organized or promoted by HALO, AWOL (Adventurous Women of London), or 

Pride USC 

-Interview the organizer of Camp Wendake or Pride London 

-







Class Ethos 

¶ If you don’t think you belong here, or simply don’t vibe with me as a prof, reach out to 

your academic advisor. I’d rather you drop the course after week 1 than be miserable the 

whole semester. I promise, I will not be offended. 

¶ 



 
Matt Bors, “Mr Gotcha”, published on thenib.com (2016)



Call-ins 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Raising Hands 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Group Chat 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other Goals/Objectives/Concerns 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


