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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
This course is an interdisciplinary half-year course that will introduce students to the field of 
sexuality studies.  It will examine this field through several different approaches: theoretical, 
literary, visual, cultural, and historical.  The aim will be to explore questions of identity and 
representation as they relate to sexuality: how are sexual identities formed? Are they essential or 
constructed? Who controls representations of sexuality? Why do we think of certain sexualities as 
normal and others as deviant? Within this context, we will analyze how certain expressions of 
sexuality are socially excluded and devalued in the name of a sexual norm.  
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DRAFT READINGS  
 
WEEK ONE, SEPTEMBER 13-Introductions  

• Mitra, Durba. 2021. ‘Sexuality’. In Keywords for Gender and Sexuality Studies, 
edited by The Keywords Feminist Editorial Collective, 202–7. New York University 
Press.  

• Seidman, Steven. 2022. ‘Welcome to the New Sexuality Studies’. In Introducing the 
New Sexuality Studies: Original Essays, edited by Nancy L. Fischer, Laurel 
Westbrook, and Steven Seidman, 4th ed., 3–5. Milton: Routledge. 
 

WEEK TWO, SEPTEMBER 20-Constructing Sexuality (TUTORIAL THIS WEEK) 
• Cannon, Martin. 2012. ‘The Regulation of First Nations Sexuality’. In Queerly 

Canadian: An Introductory Reader in Sexuality Studies, edited by Scott Rayter and 
Maureen FitzGerald, 1st Edition, 51–64. Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press Inc. 

• Ingraham, Chrys. 2002. ‘Heterosexuality: It’s Just Not Natural!’ In Handbook of 
Lesbian and Gay Studies, edited by Diane Richardson and Steven Seidman, 73–82. 
London: SAGE Publications Ltd.  

• Schilt, Kristen, and Laurel Westbrook. 2020. ‘Doing Gender, Doing 
Heteronormativity: “Gender Normals,” Transgender People, and the Social 
Maintenance of Heterosexuality’. In Routledge International Handbook of 
Heterosexualities Studies, edited by James Joseph Dean and Nancy L. Fischer, 286–
302. London: Routledge. 
 

WEEK THREE, SEPTEMBER 27-Sexual Bodies  
• Gerschick, Thomas J. 2016. ‘The Body, Disability, and Sexuality’. In Introducing 

the New Sexuality Studies, edited by Nancy L. Fischer and Steven Seidman, 3rd 
Edition, 87–96. London and New York: Routledge.  

• Przybylo, Ela. 2022. ‘Unthinking Compulsory Sexuality: Introducing Asexuality’. In 
Introducing the New Sexuality Studies: Original Essays, edited by Nancy L. Fischer, 
Laurel Westbrook, and Steven Seidman, 4th ed., 35–46. Milton: Routledge. 
 

WEEK FOUR, OCTOBER 4- Guest Lecture (TUTORIAL THIS WEEK) 
 
WEEK FIVE, OCTOBER 11-Femininities  

• Brown, Adriane. 2022. ‘“There Is No Such Thing as a Slut”: Creating and 
Destroying the “Good Girl” in Taylor Swift’s Musical Persona’. In Introducing the 
New Sexuality Studies: Original Essays, edited by Nancy L. Fischer, Laurel 
Westbrook, and Steven Seidman, 4th ed. Milton: Routledge. 

• Khan, Maryam, and Nick J. Mulé. 2022. ‘LBTQ Muslim Women Living in North 
America’. In Gendered Voices, Feminist Visions: Classic and Contemporary 
Readings, edited by Susan M. Shaw and Janet Lee, 8th ed., 613–25. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 
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WEEK SIX, OCTOBER 18-Masculinities (TUTORIAL THIS WEEK) 
• Pascoe, C. J. 2007. ‘Dude, You’re a Fag: Adolescent Male Homophobia’. In Dude, 

You’re a Fag: Masculinity and Sexuality in High School, 52–83. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 

• Mora, Richard, and Mary Christianakis. 2018. ‘College Men, Hypermasculinity, and 
Sexual Violence’. In Unmasking Masculinities: Men and Society, edited by Edward 
Morris and Freeden Oeur, 1st ed., 445–55. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. 

WEEK SEVEN, OCTOBER 25-Midterm 

NOVEMBER 1 (READING WEEK, NO CLASS) 
 
WEEK EIGHT, NOVEMBER 8- Sex and Desire (TUTORIAL THIS WEEK) 

• Andrejek, Nicole, and Melanie Heath. 2022. ‘How “Regular Sex” Contributes to the 
Gender Gap in Orgasms’. In Introducing the New Sexuality Studies, edited by Nancy 
L. Fischer, Laurel Westbrook, and Steven Seidman, 4th Edition. London: Routledge. 

• Han, C. Winter. 2022. ‘Gay Racism: The Institutional and Interactional Patterns of 
Racism in Gay Communities’. In Introducing the New Sexuality Studies: Original 
Essays, edited by Nancy L. Fischer and Laurel Westbrook, 4th ed. London and New 
York: Routledge. 

• Tompkins, Avery. 2022. ‘Trans Sexualities: Identities, Relationships, and Desires’. 
In Introducing the New Sexuality Studies, edited by Nancy L. Fischer, Laurel 
Westbrook, and Steven Seidman, 4th ed. London: Routledge. 
 

WEEK NINE, NOVEMBER 15-Reproduction 
• Clarke, Adele E. 2000. ‘Maverick Reproductive Scientists and the Production of 

Contraceptives, 1915-2000+’. In Bodies of Technology: Women’s Involvement with 
Reproductive Medicine, edited by Ann Rudinow Saetnan, Nelly Oudshoorn, and 
Marta Stefania Maria Kirejczyk, 37–89. Women and Health. Columbus: Ohio State 
University Press. 

• Whiting, Glynis. 1996. The Sterilization of Leilani Muir. National Film Board of 
Canada. 
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WEEK ELEVEN, NOVEMBER 29-Sex


