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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Holocaust and literature : Understanding suffering

This course will offer a brief description of life during the Holocaust through the reading
of a few essential testimonial texts. We first will briefly survey the events and questions and place
them in their proper historical, religious, human and political frames. Through the eyes of the
witnesses, we shall try to understand some facets of the human tragedy that the Holocaust
constitutes and how it is lived on a daily basis. The course wishes to present individual experiences
of this historical event, which remains the paradigm of genocides of the XXth century. We want
to explore the ways people react to extraordinary circumstances and interact within a society where
all rules have changed. We will listen to voices describing the cruelty of the executioners, the
humanity of the rescuers, the passivity of the bystander and the fears of the victims. The course
explores the specific experiences of several groups, including women, hidden children, freedom
fighters, etc. and will try to offer a reading of the past that will facilitate the understanding of
contemporary events. We shall not avoid delicate or horrific situations or sensitive ethical
questions.

We will also call on some visual support quite difficult to see. No previous knowledge of
the historical, religious or political background is required.
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situations where the student expects to resume academic responsibilities within 48 hours

or less.

The following conditions are in place for self-reporting of medical or extenuating
circumstances:

a)
b)

f)

9)
h)

students will be allowed a maximum of two self-reported absences between
September and April and one self-reported absence between May and August;
any absences in excess of the number designated in clause a above, regardless of
duration, will require students to present a Student Medical Certificate (SMC),
signed by a licensed medical or mental health practitioner, detailing the duration
and severity of illness, or appropriate documentation supporting extenuating
circumstances to the Academic Counselling unit in their Faculty of registration no
later than two business days after the date specified for resuming responsibilities.
Please see section 4 below for more details.

The duration of the excused absence will be for a maximum of 48 hours from the
time the Self-Reported Absence form is completed through the online portal, or
from 8:30 am the following morning if the form is submitted after 4:30 pm;

The duration of the excused absence will terminate prior to the end of the 48 hour
period should the student undertake significant academic responsibilities (write a
test, submit a paper) during that time;

The duration of an excused absence will terminate at 8:30 am on the day
following the last day of classes each semester regardless of how many days of
absence have elapsed;

Self-reported absences will not be allowed for scheduled final examinations; for
midterm examinations scheduled during the December examination period; or for
final lab examinations scheduled during the final week of term;

Self-reporting may not be used for assessments (e.g. midterm exams, tests,
reports, presentations, or essays) worth more than 30% of any given course.
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