Syllabus French 2211F/2118A

Dr Alain Goldschlager

Humanities & Arts Building
2R08A & 2G23

e-mail agold@uwo.ca

Phone 519 661 3820

Visiting hour : on appointment

Description :
Holocaust and literature

This course will offer a brief description of life during the Holocaust through
the reading of a few essential testimonial texts. We first will briefly survey the
events and questions and place them in their historical, religious, human and
political frames. Through the eyes of the witnesses, we shall try to understand some
facets of the human tragedy that the Holocaust constitutes and how it is lived on a
daily basis. The course wishes to present individual experiences of this historical
event, which remains the paradigm of genocides of the XXth century. We want to
explore the ways people react to extraordinary circumstances and interact within a
society where all rules have changed. We will listen to voices describing the cruelty
of the executioners, the humanity of the rescuers, the passivity of the bystander and
the fears of the victims. The course explores the specific experiences of several
groups, including women, hidden children, freedom fighters, etc. and will try to offer
a reading of the past that will facilitate the understanding of contemporary events.

We will also call on some visual support. No previous knowledge of the
historical, religious or political background is required.

Texts
= Kertész, Imre, Fatelessness

= Levi, Primo, /f This is a man or Survival in Auschwitz (same text)
= Wiesel, Elie, Night


mailto:agold@uwo.ca

Assignments



November 9

If This isa man

November 16

If This is a man

Film review


http://www.uwo.ca/french/academicinformation.html
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health

Statement on Plagiarism, Cheating and other Scholastic Offences
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the
appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic
Offence in the Academic Handbook available on the Academic Calendar
website, here: http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2014/pg113.html

Policy on Attendance
“Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently
from class or laboratory periods in any course, will be reported to the Dean
of the Faculty offering the course (after due warning has been given). On the
recommendation of the department concerned, and with the permission of
the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular
examination in the course. The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will
communicate that decision to the Dean of the Faculty of
Registration.” (Academic Handbook)

Important Academic Information for Students Taking Courses in the
Department of French Studies

http://www.uwo.ca/french/undergraduate/counselling/academic_informati
on/index.html
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