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Dr Alain Goldschläger 
Humanities & Arts Building  
 2R08A  &  2G23 
e-mail  agold@uwo.ca 
Phone  519 661 3820 
Visiting hour : on appointment 
 
Description : 
 
Holocaust and literature  
 

This course will offer a brief description of life during the Holocaust through 
the reading of a few essential testimonial texts. We first will briefly survey the 
events and questions and place them in their historical, religious, human and 
political frames. Through the eyes of the witnesses, we shall try to understand some 
facets of the human tragedy that the Holocaust constitutes and how it is lived on a 
daily basis. The course wishes to present individual experiences of this historical 
event, which remains the paradigm of genocides of the XXth century.  We want to 
explore the ways people react to extraordinary circumstances and interact within a 
society where all rules have changed. We will listen to voices describing the cruelty 
of the executioners, the humanity of the rescuers, the passivity of the bystander and 
the fears of the victims. The course explores the specific experiences of several 
groups, including women, hidden children, freedom fighters, etc. and will try to offer 
a reading of the past that will facilitate the understanding of contemporary events. 

We will also call on some visual support. No previous knowledge of the 
historical, religious or political background is required.   
 

Texts 

▪ Kertész, Imre, 
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Assigments 
 
Class participation    10% 
2 book analysis (2x20%)   40% 
Conversation                      10% 
Elaborated plan      5% 
Final research work    35% 
  
 
Analysis in class one hour 
Mid-term exam one hour 
Research Paper 8 pages or 2000 words 
Conversation



April 6 Conclusion   

http://www.uwo.ca/french/academicinformation.html
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2014/pg113.html


communicate that decision to the Dean of the Faculty of 
Registration.” (Academic Handbook) 

 
Important Academic Information for Students Taking Courses in the 
Department of French Studies 

http://www.uwo.ca/french/undergraduate/counselling/academic_informati
on/index.html 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uwo.ca/french/undergraduate/counselling/academic_information/index.html
http://www.uwo.ca/french/undergraduate/counselling/academic_information/index.html

