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Film Studies 2258G (001)
Canadian National Cinema
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Prerequisites: At least 60% in Film Studies 1020E or Film Studies 1022 or special permission of the 
Department. Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from 
your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. 
This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you 
are dropped from a course  



• Mastering of Film Studies’ critical terms ‘national cinema,’ ‘genre,’ ‘postmodern,’ ‘political
economy,’ ‘colonial discourse,’ ‘decolonization,’ ‘transnational,’ and ‘ideology’ as these apply to
Canadian cinema.

• The above will be acquired by students through a capacity for argument, research, judgement
and analysis that will be fostered by essays, and other assignments, and by in-class small-group
and whole-class discussion on Canadian national cinema.

• Communication skills will be imparted through in-class discussion and credit will be given for
frequency and quality of contributions.

• Research skills will be developed through the reception study assignment and the research
required for the term paper.

• Essays and other written assignments are marked in accordance with the grading criteria listed
below and include 



Attendance: 
Attendance is mandatory in all tutorials. In cases of excessive absenteeism (e.g. more than 9     unexcused 
hours for a half course, 18 for a full course), which are not accounted for by either academic 
consideration or accommodation, students may be debarred from taking the final examination, and will 



• Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western:
https://www.uwo.ca/health/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.

• Support Services Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca
• Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
• Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/
• Academic Support & Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Religious Accommodation: 
• Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give

reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor
if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance.

• Additional information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar. Academic Offences
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pd
f

TUTORIAL SCHEDULE 
Week 1, January 11th 
Screenings: 

Ø 9"5:&()&;)$<8&!)=#(40&(Canada David Hartford, 1919) 73 min. 



Week 3, January 25th 
Screenings: 

Ø G)#&?#5*+&H#()%#+&(Canada, Claude Jutra, 1971) 104 min. Weldon via National Film Board link:
https://www-nfb-ca.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/film/mon-oncle-antoine/

Ø '+%/BI)=48&(Norman McLaren, Canada,1952) 08 min. Weldon via National Film Board link:
https://www-nfb-ca.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/film/neighbours_voisins/?ctlgsrc=mr

Readings: 
Ø Gittings, “External and Internal Colonialism” CNC 103-106
Ø ---., “Melodrama” CNC 114-115
Ø ---., “Mon oncle Antoine” CNC 115-119
Ø ---., “Producing a National Cinema” CNC 76-102

RECEPTION STUDY: Les ordres (Canada, Michel Brault, 1974), Weldon via Criterion on Demand 
https://media3-criterionpic- 
com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/htbin/wwform/006?T=N67001&ALIAS=N67001_EST.KF&M=0_0dbbmqnm&DS 
TYLE=0#multimedia_resources_N67001 

Week 4, February 1st 
Screenings: 

Ø ;)%#<&2)J#&KB+&6)"$&(Canada, Don Shebib, 1970) 90 min (watch first 30 minutes or all of it).
McIntyre: https://stream-mcintyre-ca.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/westernu2020/title/21643

Ø KB+&;4+0&L)M&(Canada, Phillip Borsos 1982) 110 min. McIntyre: https://stream-mcintyre- 
ca.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/westernu2020/title/21825

Readings: 
Ø ---., “Genre Texts” CNC 113-114
Ø ---., “Goin’ Down The Road” CNC 158-163
Ø ---., “The Western” CNC 163-176

RECEPTION STUDY: Gunless (Canada, William Phillips, 2010), Weldon via: Criterion on Demand 
https://media3-criterionpic- 



Week 6, February 15th 
Screenings: 

Ø O+&!)#3+88%)#"*&(Canada/U.K./France, Robert Lepage, 1995 100 min) McIntyre Media platform:
https://stream-mcintyre-ca.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/westernu2020/title/21728

Readings: 
Ø Gittings, “Le Confessional” CNC 127-135

RECEPTION STUDY: Mommy (Canada, Xavier Dolan, 2014), Weldon via Criterion on Demand 
https://media3-criterionpic- 
com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/htbin/wwform/006?T=AL113866&ALIAS=AL113866_EST.KF&M=0_fddxptnc&D 
STYLE=0#multimedia_resources_AL113866 

Week 7, February 22nd (READING WEEK) 

Week 8, February 29th 
Screenings: 

Ø KB+&G":%#/&)3&G)#8(+48&(John Greyson, 1991) 35 min. McIntyre Media platform:
https://stream-mcintyre-







• Due dates for submission of this project may be found in the weekly schedule below and in the
list cited above.

•



• For MLA style sample annotations see
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bib
liographies/annotated_bibliography_samples.html

•



Research Essay 
• Brilliant ideas are often buried under incomprehensible writing.
• Ensure that you have good and effective writing skills by investigating the Writing Support

Centre: http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/
• Assessment criteria for your essays can be found in the grading template available online (in

Course Documents) and the grading key at the end of this document.
• You have the option of incorporating the presentation 



• http://tiff.net/canadianfilmencyclopedia/ Canadian Film Encyclopaedia
• http://playbackonline.ca/ Playback (Canadian industry magazine)
• http://firstweekendclub.ca/site12/ First Weekend Club (promotes Canadian productions and

VOD for Canadian film) 
• http://www.telefilm.ca/en/?q=en Telefilm Canada (federal production funding)
• http://www.filmstudies.ca/journal/ Canadian Journal of Film Studies
• http://www.cbc.ca/ CBC web site (for reviews and features on the Entertainment Page, but

also for cultural, economic, political social contexts)
• http://idlenomore1.blogspot.ca/ Blog for First Nations’ Idle No More Social Justice Campaign

Selected Journals 
• KB+&!"#"$%"#&@)=4#"*&)3&L%*,&U(=$%+8
• !",+4"&?I85=4"-&L+,%#%8,1&!=*(=4+&"#$&



• Ability to expound reasonably sophisticated ideas with clarity
• A broad analytical reading of specific examples from text(s) that somewhat address the

significance/implications of a thesis
C (60 to 69) 

• Thesis is broad, vague or/and observational, with proper paragraphs
• Sentence structure correct, but perhaps overly simple, with tendency to avoid punctuation

besides period and comma
• Errors relatively few, but occasionally serious, with evident misunderstanding of some point of

elementary grammar (comma splices, fragments, semicolon errors, subject-verb disagreements,
poorly integrated quotations)

• Effort to support points with references to the text, with reasonable effort at documentation ·
Basic ability to expound ideas

• No analytical reading of specific examples from text(s)
D (50 to 59) Inadequacy at one of the following levels: 

• Difficulty with paragraphing or consecutive thought
• Errors of grammar or diction frequent enough to interfere with understanding
• Ideas inchoate, but clouded by weak expression
• Overgeneralization with inadequate support, or with examples that run to lengthy irrelevant

paraphrase
• No analytical reading of specific examples from text(s)

F (49 and down) 
• Inadequacy on several levels at once
• Ideas too simple for level of course
• Content largely “borrowed” from sources with no individual distillation, but no apparent

attempt to deceive
0 (Report to Department) 

• Plagiarism with intent to deceive

Grade Appeal 
• Only after you have discussed your grade with the person who graded your work, your 

instructor or your TA, can you begin the appeals process.
• For further information on the appeals process, see the “Information for Students” on the 

Department of English and Writing Studies web site
https://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html 

Please note: The department of English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All 
undergraduate grade reports will be available online from the Office of the Registrar. Students are fully 
responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the department website 
at: https://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html




