
 Department of English & Writing Studies

Film Studies Program 

DISNEY DREAM FACTORY 

FILM 2159A – Fall Term 2023 
Times/Venues for Lecture and Office Hours are posted on OWL under�Overview 

mailto:cylagan2@uwo.ca


Film 2159A-001 - Disney Dream Factory

COURSE MATERIALS 

1. Wasko, Janet. Understanding Disney: The Manufacture of Fantasy (2nd Edition). Polity, 2020. (available at the

UWO Bookstore)

2. Additional required readings will be posted on OWL. – Please refer to the latest version of the Course Calendar

A NOTE ON “SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS”: You will find some readings listed as “Supplementary Readings” in the 
course calendar. These are just that: supplementary, meaning they may be helpful to read if you have interest or time. 
These may also be used as material for deepening your own knowledge in preparation for the Oral Exam or Critical 
Essay. They will NOT be included in any tests, quizzes, or examinations.  



B. Oral Exam

The Oral Exam will be a brief dialogue (30 minutes, give or take) between a small group of students and the instructor on 

predetermined topics. While the format is a roundtable conversation, each student will be marked individually. The 

topics will vary from week to week, and may come in the form of defining terms, synthesizing concepts, contextualizing 

an image, explaining a quote or statement, elaborating on a discussion point, etc. The Oral Exam will take place on time 

slots that students will sign up for at their convenience and will be ongoing throughout the term. 

C. Semiotic Analysis

In pairs, students will be asked to analyze clips and/or images related to the assigned films, specifically with regards to 

visual signifiers and technical film aspects such as mise-en-scene, editing, sound, cinematography, etc.  

D. Critical Writing Project

In small groups of 3 students, students are expected to pick a film outside the ones being screened in class and create a 

learner’s activity packet for a chosen demographic. The group must identify a specific issue or theme from their chosen 

film (e.g., colonialism in Pocahontas) and design 3 interactive and educational activities for their chosen demographic 

around this issue or theme. The group must also include a written document discussing the rationale for the activities 

and the critical justification for the issue that merits intervention. More details to be announced later on.  

E. Final Exam

The final exams comprise identification, short answer, and essay-type questions. Key terms and concepts will be 

provided in advance to help students prepare for the exams.  

GENERAL COURSE GUIDELINES 

Students are expected to be both physically/virtually and mentally present in class; participation is integral to the 

learning experience. Use of electronic devices in-class should be for academic purposes only. 

A. Email

Email correspondences will be sent often and the OWL site will be updated regularly. Please use your UWO email

account for official inquiries and correspondences, and please allow up to 24 hours for a response (up to 48 hours over

the weekend). 
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D. Grade Review / Re-considerations

I strive to be as thorough and transparent as possible in all my marking. Thus, rubrics will always be provided for any

assignment. In the event that you are dissatisfied with the mark you receive for any assignment, I am open to providing

further feedback and hearing requests for reconsiderations on the basis of rubrics and academic merit ONLY. This

means reasons such as “I am applying for X program or scholarship”, “I worked really hard on this assignment”, “I need

X mark in this course” are never valid reasons for grade appeals. Any conversation about further feedback DOES NOT

constitute automatic grade increases or appeal approvals.

E. Contingency plan for an in-person class pivoting to 100% online learning

In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the course delivery moving away from face-

to-face interaction, affected course content will be delivered entirely online, either synchronously (i.e., at the times 

indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their convenience).  The 

grading scheme will NOT change.  Any remaining assessments will also be conducted online as determined by the 

course instructor. 

F. Support Services

OWL and Technology Support: Western Technology Services (WTS) 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800

Registrarial Services: http://www.registrar.uwo.ca

Student Support Services: https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login

Services provided by the USC: http://westernusc.ca/services/

Academic Support & Engagement: http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/  for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

G. Academic Integrity Tutorial

All students are required to enroll in and complete the Centre for Teaching and Learning’s Academic Integrity Tutorial.

To access the tutorial, please use the link provided in the Resource tab in the course OWL site. Once the tutorial has

been completed, you will receive a downloadable certificate. You must upload the certificate and submit it through the

course Assign




