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CLASSICAL HOLLYWOOD CINEMA 
Film 2254F 

Western University 
Film Studies Fall 2022 

Screenings: Asynchronous weekly screenings—links posted on OWL!
Lecture/Discussion: Wednesdays 12:30-2:30 pm* 

(*synchronous discussion via Zoom from 1:15pm-2:30pm)  
 
Dr. Joseph Wlodarz                                             TA: Anmol Dutta 
Email: jwlodarz@uwo.ca                                            Email: adutta24@uwo.ca 
 
Online Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:30-3:30 pm; Thursdays 12:00-1:00 pm and by appt. 
!
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This course surveys the central industrial, technological, aesthetic, and ideological 
developments in the history of classical Hollywood cinema. Given the global prominence 
and influence of Hollywood cinema, much of the course will be focused on the 
establishment of the Hollywood studio system and its many transformations over the 
course of the 20th century. We will begin with an analysis of the origins of the medium 
and its place in American culture at the turn-of-the-century. We will then examine the 
development of narrative cinematic standards and the rise and consolidation of the 
Hollywood studio system, paying close attention to genre, stardom, marketing, and 
popular reception from the 1920s to the 1960s. In addition to key technological 
developments such as the coming of sound and the emergence of widescreen cinema, we 
will also explore social anxieties about cinema's effects, the institution of the Production 
Code, and the complex relationship of Hollywood film to key social crises (The 
Depression, WWII, McCarthyism, Civil Rights) of the period.  
!
"-./01!#2314567108!This course operates as an American film history course, but it also 
investigates the methods and ideological issues of film historical research more broadly.  
In addition, the course explores how film aesthetics and theory may be understood in the 
context of American film history.  
 
91:/;6;<!#.54-=108!In addition to enhancing your formal analysis and critical thinking 
skills through class discussion and research papers, you will acquire the basic tools 
necessary to conduct informed film historical research, particularly of American film 
history, which can then be applied to the study of other cinemas.  !
!
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• Class Participation (online forums and/or synchronous online) [10%] 
� Discussion Leading (Questions and Clip Analysis) [10%] 
• Take-Home Midterm Exam (October 21) [15%] 
• Film Analysis Essay (1500 words) [15%] 
• Final Research Paper (2000 words) [20%] 
• Take-Home Final Exam [30%] 

 
"D:00!*:/5646E:56-;: Students are highly encouraged to attend and to participate in the 
weekly Zoom-based class discussions at 1:15 pm on Wednesdays. If you cannot attend 
one or more of these discussion sessions, however, you may also participate 
asynchronously by responding to questions/clips that will be posted in the Forum section 
of OWL. Your final Class Participation grade will be based on the quantity ,-'.quality of 
your participation in these discussion sessions and forums.  
 
(604.006-;!91:A6;<: Working with 5-6 of your fellow classmates, you will lead 
discussion at least once during the term on the weekly screenings and readings. I will 
provide a list of guidelines and tips, but each discussion leader will be responsible for 
presenting a specific question about the film and/or the course readings as well as 
engaging your fellow students in a discussion about that element. You will need to 
coordinate with your group members to prepare and organize the discussion 
questions/material, and in most cases I will assess the group as a whole based on the 
overall quality of the discussion leading. Discussions will take place synchronously via 
Zoom. 
 
'F:=0: There will be one 90-minute take-home midterm (Oct. 21) and one 
comprehensive (3-hour) take-home final exam for the course. The midterm and final 
exams will be posted to OWL at least 24 hours before the submission deadline in order to 
allow for any potential technological or accommodation-based issues that may arise. The 
midterm and final exams will include clip analysis, identification, short answer, and/or 
essay questions.  
!
*:E1/!C006<;=1;50: During the term, you will focus your two writing assignments on 
4-".film made in the United States that is listed on the assignment sheet. The list includes 
films that will -43.be screened in class but that are relevant to the overall course material. 
The films will be drawn from the period of 1928-1961. You are encouraged to meet with 
me (virtually) about these assignments at any point, especially when expanding on the 
first essay to complete the final research paper. The two paper assignments are: 
 

1. G6D=!C;:DH060!'00:H!IJKLL!M-/A0N![15%] 
            Due Friday, October 28 

 
2. G6D=!%101:/4O!*:E1/!IPLLL!M-/A0N![20%] 
          Due Thursday, December 8 
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!!!!!!!!!!!!&4/11;6;<8!J*%3,3%4-.4B.;%B".(Douglas Sirk, 1959, 125 min.) 
 

%1:A6;<8 [OWL] Fassbinder, “Six Films by Douglas Sirk” (excerpt) 
& [OWL] Fischer, “Three-Way Mirror: J*%3,3%4-.4B.;%B"” 

 
     **Final Research Essay Due to OWL by 5pm on Thursday, Dec. 8** 
 
                    **Take Home Final Exam: Due Date TBA** 
 
 
*#9)")'&!:;A!%'B$9C+)#,&!
 
This instructor respects and upholds University policies and regulations pertaining to the 
observation of religious holidays; assistance available to the physically disabled, visually 
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source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing 
agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com 
http://www.turnitin.com
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• please use your computer and/or laptop if possible (as opposed to a cell phone or 
tablet) 

• ensure that you are in a private location to protect the confidentiality of 
discussions in the event that a class discussion deals with sensitive or personal 
material 

• to minimize background noise, kindly mute your microphone for the entire class 
until you are invited to speak, unless directed otherwise 

• [suggested for classes larger than 30 students] In order to give us optimum 
bandwidth and web quality, please turn off your video camera for the entire class 
unless you are invited to speak 

• [suggested for cases where video is used] please be prepared to turn your video 
camera off at the instructor’s request if the internet connection becomes unstable 

•
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!
C/<.=1;58 Clear development of a specific, challenging and original thesis. The writer 
has taken significant risks successfully; in the resulting piece, distinctive ideas and 
content have discovered their necessary distinctive form. Detailed reference to 
appropriate texts, with evidence of individual response. Ability not only to expound 
subject but to see it around–subtleties and ambiguities, qualifications and concessions, 
relations to other subjects, etc. 




