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COURSE REQUIREMENTS and GRADING GUIDELINES 
 

• Class Participation (online forums and/or synchronous online) [10%] 
� Discussion Leading (Questions and Clip Analysis) [10%] 
• Take-Home Midterm Exam (October 20) [15%] 
• Film Analysis Essay (1500 words) [15%] 
• Final Research Paper (2000 words) [20%] 
• Take-Home Final Exam [30%] 

 
Class Participation: Students are highly encouraged to attend and to participate in the 
weekly zoom-based class discussions at 1:30 pm on Wednesdays. If you cannot attend 
one or more of these discussion sessions, however, you may also participate 
asynchronously by responding to questions/clips that will be posted in the Forum sec
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**While daily late penalties apply (see below), papers that are over ONE week late—
without any approved accommodation—will automatically receive a zero.  
 
 
Late Work: Course papers must be turned in complete and on time. In order to be fair 
to the entire class, I will not grant individual extensions on paper assignments, so  
be sure to budget your time accordingly. Late papers will be penalized 5% points per day 
late (including weekends), except in the case of 6&46"&05.'4+$*"-3"' medical 
emergencies or illnesses (see below). 
 
Note on Lectures: Weekly lectures will be recorded in advance and posted on OWL by 
Tuesday afternoon/early evening. You will then have the option of viewing the lecture 
before Wednesday’s class OR during the first hour of our scheduled Wednesday class 
(12:30-1:30pm). Zoom-based discussions will begin promptly at 1:30pm each 
Wednesday, and I will inform you in advance if the weekly lecture happens to run longer 
than an hour.  
 
Note on Screenings: You are required to view weekly screenings before each   
Wednesday lecture/discussion. All weekly film screenings will be available via streaming 
sources. Links to the weekly screenings can be found in the Resources tab on OWL, and 
they will be posted by Monday afternoon. There will also be screening introductions 
and guiding questions posted each week in the OWL Forum section. 
 
I encourage you to view the films on as large a screen as possible so that you can pay 
close attention to the visual style and formal construction of the films. Most screening 
links will also have optional subtitles/closed captions that you will be able to turn on (or 
off). Finally, you may also make an appointment to view any of the course films in the 
Film Study Center [UC-1126] by contacting the Film Library Assistant, Rachel Gunn 
(rgunn4@uwo.ca) (Phone: x85730).  
  
Office Hours: I will be available to answer questions, clarify concepts/assignments,  
and assist you with your coursework during my weekly, virtual office hours (posted 
above). If you have an occasional conflict, feel free to email me and we can set up an 
alternative time to meet. I will also be available via email M-F from 9-5 and will do my 
best to respond to your email within two days. *Please note, however, that I may not 
respond to questions about the course that can be answered by simply reviewing the 
course syllabus.  
 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE  
 
 
September 8—Course Intro 
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Section I: DEFINING a NATION ONSCREEN 
 
Week 1—Sept. 14-15—Analyzing Classical Hollywood Cinema 
 
 Screening: 73,8"+4,+9.(John Ford, 1939, 96 min.) 
 
 Reading: [Lewis]: Pgs. xi-xvi 

& [OWL]: Bernstein, “73,8"+4,+9” 
  & [OWL]: Wills, “Prologue: The Most Dangerous Man” 
 
Week 2—Sept. 21-22—Modernity and Early American Film 

 
Screening: Select Edison Co. Films 

                        :9".;4-"',0".<6"&,34& (D.W. Griffith, 1911, 17 min.) 
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Week 6—Oct. 19-20—The MGM Musical 
 
 Screening: =""3.=".%-.73K.;4$%2 (Vincente Minnelli, 1944, 108 min.) 
 

Reading: [Lewis]: Pgs. 151-164; 187-193 
  & [OWL]: Dyer, “The Perfection of =""3.=".%-.73K.;4$%2” 
  & [OWL]: Schatz, “Hollywood: The Triumph of the Studio System” 
 
**Take-Home Midterm Due to OWL by 12pm on Wednesday Oct. 20** 
 
 
Section III: POSTWAR CRISES and the DECLINE of the STUDIO SYSTEM 
 
Week 7—Oct. 26-27—Realism and the Returning Vet 
 
 Screening: :9".A"23.L",&2.4B.<$&.;%M"2 (William Wyler, 1946, 172 min.) 
 
 Reading: [Lewis]: Pgs. 164-176; 193-195  
  & [OWL]: Westwell, D,&.?%-"*,, Ch-2, “World War Two on Film” 

& [OWL]: Kozloff, excerpts from :9".A"23.L",&2.4B.<$&.;%M"2..
.

**Film Analysis Essay Due to OWL by 5pm on Fr
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Accommodation Policies 
 
Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which 
provides recommendations for accommodation based 



 8 

Academic Offences 
 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate 
policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergr
ad.pdf 
 
Plagiarism: 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students 
take an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by 
using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or 
citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence. 
 
Plagiarism Checking: 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the 
detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as 
source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing 
agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com 
http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of Undergraduate Studies. 
Proven cases of plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the assignment. Subsequent 
offences will result in failure for the course.  
 



 9 

Recordings: All of the remote learning sessions for this course will be recorded. The 
data captured during these recordings may include your image, voice recordings, chat 
logs and personal identifiers (name displayed on the screen). The recordings will be used 
for educational purposes related to this course, including evaluations. The recordings may 
be disclosed to other individuals under special circumstances. Please contact the 
instructor if you have any concerns related to session recordings. 
 
*NOTE: 
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• Be respectful of the diversity of viewpoints that you will encounter in the class 
and in your readings. The exchange of diverse ideas and opinions is part of the 
scholarly environment. “Flaming” is never appropriate. 

• Be professional and scholarly in all online postings. Cite the ideas of others 
appropriately. 

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate 
use of the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class 
or of other serious online offenses may be subject to disciplinary measures under the 
Code of Student Conduct. 
 
 

GRADING CRITERIA 
 

A+ (90-100): 
 
Argument: Clear development of a specific, challenging and original thesis. The writer 
has taken significant risks successfully; in the resulting piece, distinctive ideas and 
content have discovered their necessary distinctive form. Detailed reference to 
appropriate texts, with evidence of individual response. Ability not only to expound 
subject but to see it around–subtleties and ambiguities, qualifications and concessions, 
relations to other subjects, etc. 
Presentation, structure: Quotations well integrated into text. Proper paragraphs. Almost  
no typographical errors. 
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, with full range of sentence types 
(compound, complex,  and compound-complex), with full range of punctuation (including 
semicolons, colons, dashes, parentheses). Graceful style, neither pompous nor breezy, 
and few errors. 
Research/scholarship: Evidence of effective, extensive and independent research, with 
proper  documentation of sources. Quotations used appropriately and purposively. 
 
A  (80 to 89): 
 
Argument: The writer has taken risks and most of them succeed. Clear development of a 
specific and challenging thesis, with proper paragraphs. Detailed reference to appropriate 
texts, with evidence of individual response. Ability not only to expound subject but to see 
it around–subtleties and ambiguities, qualifications and concessions, relations to other 
subjects, etc. 
Presentation, structure: Quotations well integrated into text. Proper paragraphs. Almost 
no typographical errors.  
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, with full range of sentence types 
(compound, complex, and compound-complex), with full range of punctuation (including 
semicolons, colons, dashes, parentheses). Graceful style, neither pompous nor breezy, 
and few errors. 
Research/scholarship: Evidence of effective and independent research, with proper 
documentation of sources. Quotations used appropriately and purposively. 
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0  (Report to Department) 
 
Plagiarism with intent to deceive. 
  


