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Instructor: Michael Raine     TA: Kastoori Barua 
Email: mraine3@uwo.ca     email: kbarua2@uwo.ca 
Office: UC 2421   
Office Hours: Wednesday 4:30 – 6:30pm or by appointment TA: Julia Garcia de Souza 
     email: jgarciad@uwo.ca 
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Screening: VIRTUAL SCREENING: SEE "RESOURCES" FOLDER ON OWL WEB SITE  
Lecture/tutorial: Thursday, 3:30 – 5:30pm, UC 1405  
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This course explores the power of animation as a form of audiovisual representation, with a particular 
emphasis on Japan. We will trace the intertwined history of film, television, video, and computer 
animation in Japan from its beginning to the present day media mix that incorporates comic books, 
light novels, video games, and toys. Japanese anime franchises will be examined from the side of 
production, as industrial products and artistic expressions, and from the side of reception, as semiotic 
texts and as objects through which consumers construct their social lives. We will also explore the 
further dissemination of those franchises in various kinds of fan fiction and academic discourse, and 
as an aspect of Japanese "soft power" in North American popular culture.   

All readings on the course are in English; no Japanese is required. 
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The course aims to familiarize students with the development and main themes and genres of 
Japanese media franchises, popularly known as anime. It also aims to introduce students to the 
methods of audiovisual analysis and to topics in the study of popular culture such as media 
convergence, fan anthropologies, and the political economy of cultural industries.  
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Students will learn to closely analyze the stylized mode of representation of anime texts and to 
develop arguments about their appeal to audiences in Japan and abroad. Students will also gain a 



  

may be familiar with the narrative, 
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There will be a final examination that covers the material in the whole course. Students will be 
expected to recognize and discuss the films and the main arguments from the readings, as well as to 
remember and discuss the history of animation and the Japanese animation industry covered in class 
and write several short responses to broader questions on Japanese animation. 
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Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give 
reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if 
their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional information is given 
in the  Western Multicultural Calendar. 
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Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students 
take an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major academic offence. 

Plagiarism Checking: All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to 
the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of 
plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the 
reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the 
system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 

All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of Undergraduate Studies. Proven cases of 
plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the assignment. Subsequent offences will result in failure 
for the course.  
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Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  

Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  

Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  

Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class hours) or 
519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends.%
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