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INTRODUCTION to FILM STUDIES 
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OBJECTIVES: This course has been designed to provide students with a broad 
introduction to the study of film. In addition to teaching students the basic vocabulary of 
film studies, it is intended to provide a sampling of the variety of films that have been 
made and are being made, the different approaches to film (e.g. film as art, film as 
industry, film as communication practice), and specific ways of grouping films in critical 
practice (e.g. historically, by genre, nation, style, or by authorship). The course will also 
introduce students to critical methodologies for close analysis of filmic texts and to ways 
of writing about film.  
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Recordings: If the course requires a pandemic-related shift online, the remote 
learning sessions for this course will be recorded. The data captured during these 
recordings may include your image, voice recordings, chat logs and personal identifiers 
(name displayed on the screen). The recordings will be used for educational purposes 
related to this course, including evaluations. The recordings may be disclosed to other 
individuals under special circumstances. Please contact the instructor if you have any 
concerns related to session recordings. 
 
*NOTE: Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except 
where recording is an approved accommodation, or the participant has the prior 
written permission of the instructor. You should also remember that the recorded 
course lectures are NOT in the public domain but are each instructor’s intellectual 
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*All assignments worth more than 5% of your final grade, including the final exam, must 
be completed: failure to do so will lead to an automatic F for the course. Your final 
grades are also released by the Registrar’s Office, not your instructor.  
 
Office Hours: I will be available to answer questions, clarify concepts/assignments,  
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Winter Term 2022 
 
Section V: KEY CONCEPTS in FILM THEORY and CRITICISM 
 
Week 14—Jan. 3-5—Film Style: Realism 
 
 Screening: Ladri di biciclette [Bicycle Thieves] 

       Vittorio De Sica, Italy, 1948, 89 min.) 
  & Killer of Sheep (Charles Burnett, US, 1978, 80 min.) 
 %
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Week 24—March 14-16—Transnational Queer Cinema: Hong Kong & Ivory Coast 
 
 Screening: Happy Together (Wong Kar-wai, Hong Kong, 1997, 96 min.) 
  & Woubi Chéri (Phillip Brooks and Laurent Bocahut,  

  France/Ivory Coast, 1998, 62 min.) 
 
 Reading: [FA]: Chapter 11 (pgs. 430-434) & Chapter 12 (pgs. 490-494) 
  & [OWL]: Brunette, excerpt from Wong Kar-wai 
  & [OWL]: Migraine-George, “Beyond the ‘Internalist’ vs.  
         ‘Externalist’ Debate” 
 
 
Section VIII: REFRAMING HOLLYWOOD CONVENTIONS 
 
Week 25—March 21-23—Race and Horror in American Cinema 
 
 Screening: Get Out (Jordan Peele, US, 2017, 104 min.) 
 
 Reading: Dyer, “White Death” 
  & Taylor, “Introduction” to From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation 
 
**Sequence Analysis—Due Date #1—Must be posted to OWL by 5pm on Wednesday,  
                          March 23 to receive full comments on the essay** 
 
Week 26—March 28-30—Women and the Global Hollywood Blockbuster 
 
 Screening: Wonder Woman (Patty Jenkins, USA, 2017, 141 min.) 
 
 Reading: [OWL]: Bukatman, “Why I Hate Superhero Movies” 
  & Burke, “Introduction” to The Superhero Symbol 
 
**Sequence Analysis—Due Date #2—Must be posted to OWL by 5pm on Friday,  

April 1—papers will receive a mark only, no comments** 
 
 
**See Winter Term Exam Schedule for Final Exam Date and Time** 
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Plagiarism: 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students 
take an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by 
using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or 
citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence. 
 
Plagiarism Checking: 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the 
detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as 
source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing 
agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com 
http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of Undergraduate Studies. 
Proven cases of plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the assignment. Subsequent 
offences will result in failure for the course.  
 
Support Services 
 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
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GRADING CRITERIA 
 

A+ (90-100): 
 
Argument: Clear development of a specific, challenging and original thesis. The writer 
has taken significant risks successfully; in the resulting piece, distinctive ideas and 
content have discovered their necessary distinctive form. Detailed reference to 
appropriate texts, with evidence of individual response. Ability not only to expound 
subject but to see it around–subtleties and ambiguities, qualifications and concessions, 
relations to other subjects, etc. 
Presentation, structure: Quotations well integrated into text. Proper paragraphs. Almost  
no typographical errors. 
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, with full range of sentence types 
(compound, complex,  and compound-complex), with full range of punctuation (including 
semicolons, colons, dashes, parentheses). Graceful style, neither pompous nor breezy, 
and few errors. 
Research/scholarship: Evidence of effective, extensive and independent research, with 
proper  documentation of sources. Quotations used appropriately and purposively. 
 
A  (80 to 89): 
 
Argument: The writer has taken risks and most of them succeed. Clear development of a 
specific and challenging thesis, with proper paragraphs. Detailed reference to appropriate 
texts, with evidence of individual response. Ability not only to expound subject but to see 
it around–subtleties and ambiguities, qualifications and concessions, relations to other 
subjects, etc. 
Presentation, structure: Quotations well integrated into text. Proper paragraphs. Almost 
no typographical errors.  
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, with full range of sentence types 
(compound, complex, and compound-complex), with full range of punctuation (including 
semicolons, colons, dashes, parentheses). Graceful style, neither pompous nor breezy, 
and few errors. 
Research/scholarship: Evidence of effective and independent research, with proper 
documentation of sources. Quotations used appropriately and purposively. 
 
B (70 to 79): 
 
Argument: Clear development of a specific thesis, with proper paragraphs. Adequately 
detailed reference to texts. Ability to expound reasonably sophisticated ideas with clarity. 
Presentation/structure: Quotations well integrated into text. Proper paragraphs. A few 
typographical errors. 
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, with reasonable range of sentence types and 
full range of punctuation. Style not too wordy, with errors relatively few and minor. 
Research Scholarship: Evidence of adequate research, with proper documentation of 
sources. 
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C (60 to 69): 
 
Argument: Reasonably clear development of a thesis, with proper paragraphs. Basic 
ability to expound ideas, whose development might be rather thin. Effort to support 
points with references to the text. Tendency to replace analysis with descriptive retelling 
of plot. 
Presentation/structure: Presentation showing lapses in tidiness and/or proofreading. 
Poor use of paragraphs. 
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, but perhaps overly simple, with tendency to 
avoid  punctuation besides period and comma. Errors relatively few, but occasionally 
serious, with evident  misunderstanding of some point of elementary grammar (comma 
splices, fragments, semicolon errors, subject-verb disagreements, poorly integrated 
quotations) 


