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understanding Canadian cinema?  How do gender, sexuality, race and class inflect the 
representation of Canadian nation on screen? 
 
 
Course Objectives  

• Understandings of the historical trajectory of Canadian cinema. 
 

• Mastering of Film Studies’ critical terms ‘national cinema,’ ‘genre,’ ‘postmodern,’ 
‘political economy,’ ‘transnational’ and ‘ideology’ as these apply to Canadian 
cinema. 
 

• The above will be acquired by students through a capacity for argument, research, 
judgement and analysis that will be fostered by essays, presentations and other 
assignments, and by in-class small-group and whole-class discussion on Canadian 
national cinema.  

 
• Communication skills will be imparted through in-class discussion and credit will be 

given for frequency and quality of contributions.  
 

• Research skills will be developed through the reception study assignment and the 
research required for the term paper. 

 

• Essays and other written assignments are marked in accordance with the grading 
criteria listed below and include benchmarks for the expectations associated with 
each grade.  

 

• Awareness of the limits of knowledge will be enhanced by exploring the legitimate 
differences of opinion and methodology within the field, and by requiring students 
to negotiate the formulation of their own opinions in-class with the terms and 
knowledge brought to discussions by other students and the instructor.  

 

• The ability to argue and decide on complex issues will be fostered by essays and in-
class discussion. Time management skills will be fostered by the need to prepare 
properly for class and to deliver assignments in a timely manner. Academic 
responsibility will be developed by the need to source assignments accurately. 

 
Required Course Materials:  

• Christopher E. Gittings, Canadian National Cinema: Ideology, Difference and 
Representation (London/New York: Routledge, 2002) [CNC] 



 Available from the UWO  Bookstore 
  

• Additional Readings available on the course Owl page under Lessons and PDF 
Course Readings (see the schedule of readings below). A list of all course resources 
is found by clicking on Lessons on the left side of the Owl page 

 


