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CLASSICAL HOLLYWOOD CINEMA 
Film 2254F 

Western University 
Film Studies Fall 2020 

Screening: Wednesdays 11:30 am-2:30 pm (online/asynchronous) 
Lecture/Discussion: Thursdays 11:30 am-1:30 pm (synchronous discussion via zoom) 

 
Dr. Joseph Wlodarz                                             TA: Ariana Potichnyj     
Email: jwlodarz@uwo.ca                                            Email: apotich3@uwo.ca 
 
Online Office Hours: Wednesdays 3:30-4:30 pm; Thursdays 1:30-2:30 pm and by appt. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS and GRADING GUIDELINES 
 

• Class Participation (online forums and/or synchronous online) [10%] 
� Discussion Leading (Questions and Clip Analysis) [10%] 
• Take-Home Midterm Exam (October 15) [15%] 
• Film Analysis Essay (1500 words) [15%] 
• Final Research Paper (2000 words) [20%] 
• Take-Home Final Exam [30%] 

 
Class Participation: Students are highly encouraged to attend and to participate in the 
weekly zoom-based class discussions at 12:30 pm on Thursdays. If you cannot attend one 
or more of these discussion sessions, however, you may also participate asynchronously 
by responding to questions/clips that will be posted in the Forum section of OWL. Your 
final Class Participation grade will be based on the quantity and quality of your 
participation in these discussion sessions and forums.  
 
Discussion Leading: Working with 4-5 of your fellow classmates, you will lead 
discussion at least once during the term on the weekly screenings and readings. I will 
provide a list of guidelines and tips, but each discussion leader will be responsible for 
presenting a specific question about the film and/or the course readings as well as 
engaging your fellow students in a discussion about that element. You will need to 
coordinate with your group members in order to prepare and organize the discussion 
questions/material, and in most cases I will assess the group as a whole based on the 
overall quality of the discussion leading. Discussions will take place synchronously via 
zoom and the clips/questions will also be posted in an online forum.  
 
Exams: There will be one 90-minute take-home midterm (Oct. 15) and one 
comprehensive (3-hour) take-home final exam for the course. The midterm and final 
exams will be posted to OWL at least 24 hours before the submission deadline in order to 
allow for any potential technological or accommodation-based issues that may arise. The 
midterm and final exams will include clip analysis, identification, short answer, and/or 
essay questions.  
 
Paper Assignments: During the term, you will focus your two writing assignments on 
one 
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Week 2—Sept. 16/17—Modernity and Early American Film 
 
Screening: Select Edison Co. Films 

                        The Lonedale Operator (D.W. Griffith, 1911, 17 min.) 
  Making an American Citizen (Alice Guy-Blaché, 1912, 12 min.) 
  & Clips from The Birth of a Nation (D.W. Griffith, 1915, 187 min.)  
 

Reading: [Lewis]: Pgs. 3-20; 25-42; 54-58 
  & [OWL]: Hansen, “A Cinema in Search of a Spectator” 
 
Week 3—Sept. 23/24—Race, Gender, and Citizenship 
 

Screening: The Cheat (Cecil B. DeMille, 1915, 60 min.) 
& Within Our Gates (Oscar Micheaux, 1920, 79 min.) 

             
Reading: [Lewis]: Pgs. 20-25; 45-53; 58-74 

  & [OWL]: Stewart, “We Were Never Immigrants” 
  & [OWL]: Higashi, “Ethnicity, Class, and Gender in Film” (excerpt) 
 
Section II: THE HOLLYWOOD STUDIO SYSTEM 
 
Week 4—Sept. 30/Oct. 1—
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Section III: POSTWAR CRISES and the DECLINE of the STUDIO SYSTEM 
 
Week 7—Oct. 21/22—Realism and the Returning Vet 
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Week 13—December 2/3—Melodrama and the Civil Rights Era 
 
            Screening: Imitation of Life (Douglas Sirk, 1959, 125 min.) 
 

Reading: [OWL] Fassbinder, “Six Films by Douglas Sirk” (excerpt) 
& [OWL] Fischer, “Three-Way Mirror: Imitation of Life” 

 
Week 14—December 9—Course Wrap-up 
 
 Screening/Discussion: TBA 
 
             **Final Research Essay Due to OWL on Wednesday Dec. 9** 
 

**Take Home Final Exam: Due Date TBA** 
 
 
POLICIES and REGULATIONS 
 
This instructor respects and upholds University policies and regulations pertaining to the 
observation of religious holidays; assistance available to the physically disabled, visually 
and/or hearing impaired student
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hours of the end of the period of the self-reported absence, unless noted on the 
syllabus. Students are not able to use the self-reporting option in the following 
circumstances: 

• for exams scheduled by the Office of the Registrar (e.g., December and April 
exams) 

• absence of a duration greater than 48 hours,  
• assessments worth more than 30% of the student’s final grade,  
• if a student has already used the self-reporting portal twice during the 

academic year  
If the conditions for a Self-Reported Absence are not met, students will need to 
provide a Student Medical Certificate if the absence is medical, or provide 
appropriate documentation if there are compassionate grounds for the absence in 
question. Students are encouraged to contact their Faculty academic counselling 
office to obtain more information about the relevant documentation. 
 
Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive 
documentation directly from a student, whethe
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Plagiarism Checking: 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the 
detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as 
source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing 
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Statement on Online Etiquette 
 
Some components of this course will involve online interactions.  To ensure the best 
experience for both you and your classmates, please honour the following rules of 
etiquette: 

• please “arrive” to class on time 
• please use your computer and/or laptop if possible (as opposed to a cell phone or 

tablet) 
• ensure that you are in a private location to protect the confidentiality of 

discussions in the event that a class discussion deals with sensitive or personal 
material 

• to minimize background noise, kindly mute your microphone for the entire class 
until you are invited to speak, unless directed otherwise 

• [suggested for classes larger than 30 students] In order to give us optimum 
bandwidth and web quality, please turn off your video camera for the entire class 
unless you are invited to speak 

• [suggested for cases where video is used] please be prepared to turn your video 
camera off at the instructor’s request if the internet connection becomes unstable 

• unless invited by your instructor, do not share your screen in the meeting 

The course instructor will act as moderator for the class and will deal with any questions 
from participants.  To participate please consider the following: 

• if you wish to speak, use the “raise hand” function and wait for the instructor to 
acknowledge you before beginning your comment or question 

• remember to unmute your microphone and turn on your video camera before 
speaking 

• self-identify when speaking. 
• remember to mute your mic and turn off your video camera after speaking (unless 

directed otherwise) 

General considerations of “netiquette”: 

• Keep in mind the different cultural and linguistic backgrounds of the students in 
the course. 

• Be courteous toward the instructor, your colleagues, and authors whose work you 
are discussing. 

• Be respectful of the diversity of viewpoints that you will encounter in the class 
and in your readings. The exchange of diverse ideas and opinions is part of the 
scholarly environment. “Flaming” is never appropriate. 

• Be professional and scholarly in all online postings. Cite the ideas of others 
appropriately. 

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate 
use of the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class 
or of other serious online offenses may be subject to disciplinary measures under the 
Code of Student Conduct. 
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C (60 to 69): 
 
Argument: Reasonably clear development of a thesis, with proper paragraphs. Basic 
ability to expound ideas, whose development might be rather thin. Effort to support 
points with references to the text. Tendency to replace analysis with descriptive retelling 
of plot. 
Presentation/structure: Presentation showing lapses in tidiness and/or proofreading. 
Poor use of paragraphs. 
Language Skills: Sentence structure correct, but perhaps overly simple, with tendency to 
avoid  punctuation besides period and comma. Errors relatively few, but occasionally 
serious, with evident  misunderstanding of some point of elementary grammar (comma 
splices, fragments, semicolon errors, subject-verb disagreements, poorly integrated 
quotations) 
Research/Scholarship: reasonable effort at documentation, but rather thin. 
 
D (50 to 59):      
    
Argument: Difficulty with paragraphing or consecutive thought. Ideas inchoate but 


