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While we understand that not all students are comfortable talking in class, we encourage all students to 
engage in classroom and tutorial discussions and to ask questions. Participating actively enhances 
your experience in any class and facilitates greater learning.  
 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/index.html
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.mla.org/
http://www.mla.org/style_faq1
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


 4 

All bibliographic notations must use the MLA method of parenthetical notation and include a Works 
Cited page.  
 
Close Analysis  
Each student will write a short analysis (600-700 words, which is approx. 2 pages, double spaced, 
based on Times New Roman or Arial 12 font) of a still or scene from one of the films on the course. 
Detailed instructions will be posted in Owl. 
 
Film Review  
Each student will write a short film review (900 to 1200 words) of one film of your own choosing. 
Detailed instructions will be posted in Owl. 
 
Critical Essay 
Adapting his/her close analysis or film review (only if the review 
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Web site: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf.” Plagiarism 
and other scholastic offences will be prosecuted to the fullest extent that university regulations allow. In 
its academic calendars, Western University defines plagiarism as “The act or an instance of copying or 
stealing another’s words or ideas and attributing them as one’s own” (emphasis added).  
 
Western University subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism-prevention service, and the Senate states, “All 
required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism-
detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted 
for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of 
detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to 
the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com 
(http://www.turnitin.com).”   
 
All assignments in this course will be submitted through Owl and checked by and marked it Turnitin. 
This service is not used on the assumption that the majority of students plagiarize, rather to deter a 
small minority of students who may be tempted to plagiarize and to protect all students from academic 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2017/pg113.html
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/
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FINAL GRADES  
All assignments worth more than 5% of your final grade must be completed: failure to do so will lead to 
an automatic F for the course. Your final grades are released by the Registrar’s Office, not your 
instructor. 
 
TALKING TO YOUR PROFESSOR AND TAs 
Office Hours 
Dr. Bruce has two and your TA has one scheduled office hours on campus when we wait eagerly for 
students to drop in (or phone, in Dr. Bruce’s case). For students who are unable (NOT who can’t be 
bothered) to come to the scheduled office hours, we will book appointments at our convenience.  
 
Please be aware that professors and TAs are extremely busy people, so please be considerate: if you 
schedule an appointment, show up! We will not book further appointments with any student who had 
previously booked an appointment and had not shown up, unless that student has a darn good reason 
(i.e. sudden onset of some tropical disease, natural disaster, etc.). Do not expect your instructors to be 
at your beck and call.  
 
There may be times—because of illness, snowmageddon, zombie apocalypse, Idris Elba sighting, 
etc.—when we must cancel our regular office hours. We will try to let you know in advance, but if we 
can’t, then a note will be posted on the instructor’s office door. You are also welcome to drop by outside 
scheduled office hours, but you take your chances: we do have a busy lives and other responsibilities 
beyond this course. 
 
Email 
We are happy to communicate with students via e-mail, but there are two provisos:  

1. We can’t always answer emails instantly; please allow 48 hours for a response, and remember 
that we might not check email after the end of workdays or on weekends (therefore, emails 
received Friday to Sunday will be answered by Tuesday).  

2. We will respond only to short 



https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/medical_accommodations_link_for_OOR.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/medical_accommodations_link_for_OOR.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_religious.pdf
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/learning/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/psych/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/services/students/index.html
http://www.uwo.ca/current_students/index.html
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http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/academic_policies/index.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/academic_policies/index.html
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2017/pg11.html
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/11/12/spotlight-review-stunning-film-reveals-how-boston-globe-uncovered-church-sex-scandal
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/11/12/spotlight-review-stunning-film-reveals-how-boston-globe-uncovered-church-sex-scandal
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/movies/spotlight-joins-all-the-presidents-men-in-the-pantheon-of-great-journalism-movies/2015/11/12/a4e9e7a6-86ed-11e5-be39-0034bb576eee_story.html?utm_term=.70581fa99bd3
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/review/spotlight-venice-review-819871
http://chicago.suntimes.com/entertainment/spotlight-fine-actors-play-fine-journalists-and-it-all-checks-out/
http://chicago.suntimes.com/entertainment/spotlight-fine-actors-play-fine-journalists-and-it-all-checks-out/
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/426663/nihilism-vs-faith-and-hope-armond-white
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/426663/nihilism-vs-faith-and-hope-armond-white
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The Canadian Writers’ Handbook (CWH): Chs. 6-8, 12, and 13 

Week 2 September 19 / 20 

Lecture The Writing Process 

Screening Adaptation (Jonze, USA, 2002, 114m, c) 

Writing Topic The Comma 

Readings Reviews: 

McCarthy, Todd. Review of Adaptation, directed by Spike Jonze, Variety, 10 
Nov. 2002, http://variety.com/2002/film/awards/adaptation-2-1200544890/. 
Accessed 5 Sept. 2016. 

Reed, Rex. “A for Audacity, Z for Zzzzz.” Review of Adaptation, directed by 
Spike Jonze, 

http://variety.com/2002/film/awards/adaptation-2-1200544890/
http://observer.com/2002/12/mooning-clooney-cant-save-solaris
http://observer.com/2002/12/mooning-clooney-cant-save-solaris
http://www.laweekly.com/film/inside-charlie-kaufman-2135681
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/docview/204857169/abstract/AEF49D6C089246D4PQ/12?accountid=15115
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/docview/204857169/abstract/AEF49D6C089246D4PQ/12?accountid=15115
http://www.ew.com/article/1991/08/23/barton-fink
http://www.nytimes.com/1991/08/21/movies/review-film-barton-fink-a-dark-comedy-from-joel-and-ethan-coen.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1991/08/21/movies/review-film-barton-fink-a-dark-comedy-from-joel-and-ethan-coen.html
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Ebert, Roger. Review of Barton Fink, directed by Joel Cohen, Roger 
Ebert.com, 23 Aug. 1991, http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/barton-fink-
1991. Accessed 6 Sept. 2016. 

Rosenbaum, Jonathan. Review of Barton Fink, directed by Joel Cohen, 
Chicago Reader, Sun-Times Media, 2015. 
http://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/barton-fink/Film?oid=1060668. 
Accessed 6 Sept. 2016. 

Murch, Walter. “‘How Do You Like Your Room?’: Thoughts on the Use of Sound in 
Barton Fink.” The Soundtrack, vol. 1, no. 3, Nov. 2008, pp. 211-15. 
http://vr2pk9sx9w.search.serialssolutions.com . . . =en-UK.  

Corrigan: Ch. 3 

CWH: Chs. 16-19, 21-24, 32k-32n 

Week 4 October 3 / 4 

http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/barton-fink-1991
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/barton-fink-1991
http://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/barton-fink/Film?oid=1060668
http://vr2pk9sx9w.search.serialssolutions.com/?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&ctx_enc=info%3Aofi%2Fenc%3AUTF-8&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fsummon.serialssolutions.com&rft_val_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Ajournal&rft.genre=article&rft.atitle=How+do+You+Like+Your+Room%3F+Thoughts+on+the+Use+of+Sound+in+Barton+Fink&rft.jtitle=The+Soundtrack&rft.au=Murch%2C+Walter&rft.date=2008-12-01&rft.pub=Intellect&rft.issn=1751-4193&rft.volume=1&rft.issue=3&rft.spage=211&rft.epage=215&rft_id=info:doi/10.1386%2Fst.1.3.211_1&rft.externalDocID=st.1.3.211&paramdict=en-UK
http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=9A01E0D91F3CE23BBC4E52DFB7668388649EDE&partner=Rotten%2520Tomatoes
http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=9A01E0D91F3CE23BBC4E52DFB7668388649EDE&partner=Rotten%2520Tomatoes
https://film.list.co.uk/article/41793-revisiting-the-bad-and-the-beautiful/
http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=EE05E7DF173CE361BC4C52DFB266838C679EDE
http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=EE05E7DF173CE361BC4C52DFB266838C679EDE
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-night-of-the-living-dead-1968


http://www.rogerebert.com/rogers-journal/not-in-defense-of-armond-white
http://www.rogerebert.com/rogers-journal/not-in-defense-of-armond-white
http://www.nypress.com/from-mothership-to-bullship/
https://search-proquest-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/docview/233252880/fulltextPDF/C630C1A5C8E4D30PQ/1?accountid=15115
https://search-proquest-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/docview/233252880/fulltextPDF/C630C1A5C8E4D30PQ/1?accountid=15115
https://search-proquest-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/docview/233252880/fulltextPDF/C630C1A5C8E4D30PQ/1?accountid=15115
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https://academic-oup-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/screen/article/43/2/158/1611123/Italy-s-landscapes-of-loss-historical-mourning-and
https://academic-oup-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/screen/article/43/2/158/1611123/Italy-s-landscapes-of-loss-historical-mourning-and
https://academic-oup-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/screen/article/43/2/158/1611123/Italy-s-landscapes-of-loss-historical-mourning-and
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/fiaf/docview/212642437/fulltextPDF/690FEC6485C44297PQ/1?accountid=15115
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/fiaf/docview/212642437/fulltextPDF/690FEC6485C44297PQ/1?accountid=15115
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/fiaf/docview/1520757338/fulltextPDF/D7B8FFAFAF244431PQ/11?accountid=15115
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/fiaf/docview/1520757338/fulltextPDF/D7B8FFAFAF244431PQ/11?accountid=15115


http://lib.myilibrary.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/Open.aspx?id=295679
http://reader.eblib.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/(S(aao2fv4fnsfuj1nufvopyp4j))/Reader.aspx?p=1323687&o=260&u=7905ae06fbc8b8b631c99d9baa703999&t=1473183367&h=703C50A75B8D3FFCCCE7D288F62186158B58D85F&s=47742207&ut=808&pg=1&r=img&c=-1&pat=n&cms=-1&sd=2
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/docview/199392493/fulltextPDF/E78E07668A4C4733PQ/2?accountid=15115
http://search.proquest.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/docview/199392493/fulltextPDF/E78E07668A4C4733PQ/2?accountid=15115


http://go.galegroup.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T001&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=MultiTab&searchType=AdvancedSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE%7CA296160244&docType=Essay&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=LitRC&contentSet=GALE%7CA296160244&searchId=R1&userGroupName=lond95336&inPS=true

