
  

HS4990F: Independent Study in the Health 

Sciences 

Fall | 2024  

  

   
Prerequisite(s):  
Enrolment in the fourth year of an Honors Specialization module in the School of Health 
Studies with a minimum average of 75% 

 

Fall



  
  

Course Description  

Readings and discussion on, or field experience in, selected topics in Health Sciences agreed 
upon through consultation between the student and the supervising professor. 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with practical research experience under 

the supervision of faculty members. Students will have an opportunity to develop their 

research skills and learn to apply these skills to a contemporary health issue. 



¶ Create research hypotheses or 

questions to address the topic 

of your independent study 

Interpersonal Skills 

¶ Collaborate professionally with 

your supervisor(s) and other 

academics 

¶ Communicate effectively with 

your supervisor(s), other 

academics, and research 

participants (if applicable) both 

in-person and digitally 

¶ Resolve professional conflicts 

with integrity, poise, and 

respect 

¶ Supervisory 
meetings 

¶ Participant 
recruitment (if 
applicable) 

¶ Data collection (if 
applicable) 

¶ Mini conference 
presentation 

¶ Independent 
study project 

 

Awareness and Demonstration of 

Limits of Knowledge 

¶ Recognize and acknowledge 

how the limits of your 

knowledge impact your study 

design, data analysis, and the 

interpretation of your 

independent study findings 

¶ Readings 

¶ Supervisory 
meetings 

¶ Writing 

 

¶ Mini conference 
presentation 

¶ Independent study 
project 

 

 

Required Course Material:  

https://tcps2core.ca/


 

Abstract. Create an abstract for your mini conference presentation. This abstract should be 

approximately 250 words in length and formatted as an ñunstructured abstract.ò Key items to 

include are a description of the problem/issue, method(s) you plan to use, key findings, and a 

statement about the significance of the findings or research experience relative to the existing 

literature. This assignment is due on November 15 by 11:59 pm. 

 

Mini Conference. The mini conference is designed to showcase the key findings and lessons 

learned from your independent study. Each student will be given 10 minutes to deliver their 

presentation. There will also be a few minutes allocated for Q & A will at the end of each 

presentation

http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/


http://westernusc.ca/services/
/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf


 

Accommodation for Religious Holidays  

Students should review the policy for Accommodation for Religious Holidays. Where a student 

will be unable to write examinations and term tests due to a conflicting religious holiday, they 

should inform their instructors as soon as possible but not later than two weeks prior to writing 

the examination/term test. In the case of conflict with a midterm test, students should inform 

their instructor as soon as possible but not later than one week prior to the midterm. 

 

Special Examinations 

A Special Examination is any examination other than the regular examination, and it may be 

offered only with the permission of the Dean of the Faculty in which the student is registered, in 

consultation with the instructor and Department Chair. Permission to write a Special 

Examination may be given on the basis of compassionate or medical grounds with appropriate 

supporting documents. To provide an opportunity for students to recover from the 

circumstances resulting in a Special Examination, the University has implemented Special 

Examination dates. The Faculty of Health Sciences has set School-specific dates for these 

Special Examinations. Please speak with your instructor about the date on which the Special 

Examination for this course will be held. 

 

Academic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following website: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf  

 

Plagiarism 

Student work is expected to be original. Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and could lead 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/


 

Accessibility Statement 

Please contact the course instructor if you require material in an alternate format or if you 

require any other arrangements to make this course more accessible to you. You may also wish 

to contact Accessible Education (AE) at 661-2111 x 82147 for any specific question regarding an 

accommodation or review The policy on Accommodation for Students with Disabilities.  

 

Correspondence Statement 

The centrally administered e-mail account provided to students will be considered the 

individualôs official university e-mail address. It is the responsibility of the account holder to 

ensure that e-mail received from the University at their official university address is attended to 

in a timely manner. Students are further expected to attend to announcements presented 

through Brightspace, and to read emails generated in this way.  

 

Use of Electronic Devices  

During Exams  

Unless you have medical accommodations that require you to do so, or explicit permission from 

the instructor of the course, you may not use any electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, tablets, 

cameras, smart glass, smart watches, or iPods) during ANY tests, quizzes, midterms, 

examinations, or other in-class evaluations. These devices MUST either be left at home or 

with your belongings at the front of the room. They MUST NOT be at your test/exam 

desk or in your pocket. Any student found with a prohibited device will receive an 

automatic grade of zero on the test or exam. 

 

During Lectures and Tutorials 

Although you are welcome to use a computer during lecture and tutorial periods, you are 

expected to use the computer for scholastic purposes only, and refrain from engaging in any 

activities that may distract other students from learning. From time to time, your professor may 

ask the class to turn off all computers, to facilitate learning or discussion of the material 

presented in a particular class. 

 

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo


 

Academic Accommodation 

Please contact the course instructor if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate 

format or if any other arrangements can make this course more accessible to you. Students with 

ongoing accommodation needs within this course 

http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf


 

https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/


 

Grades 

Where possible assignment objectives and rubrics will be posted on OWL. Generally, students 

can expect some form of feedback on their performance in a course before the drop date. 

 

A+ 90-100 One could scarcely expect better from a 

student at this level  

A 80-89 Superior work that is clearly above average 

B 70-79 Good work, meeting all requirements and 

eminently satisfactory 

C 60-69 Competent work, meeting requirements 

D 50-59 Fair work, minimally acceptable. 

F Below 50 Fail 

 

Rounding of Grades (for example, bumping a 79 to 80%): 

This is a practice some students request. The final grade documented is the grade that you 

have achieved. There is no rounding to the next grade level, or ógiving awayô of marks. Please 

donôt ask me to do this for you; the response will be ñplease review the course outline where 

this is presentedò. 

 

Health and Wellness:  

Information regarding health and wellness-related services available to students may be found at 

http://www.health.uwo.ca/. 

 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

(http://www.health.uwo.ca/) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

 

 There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 

 Student Development Centre -- http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/ 

 Ombudsperson Office -- http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/ 

 

 

http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/

