


 

Course Description  

https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/login


 

Assignments (40%)  

 

Fact Checking   40% due Nov 14th by 11:00 pm EST via OWL Brightspace.  

 

This assignment will require you to use a pre-defined “prompt” and sign-up for a free ChatGPT 

account. You will use this prompt to ask the website to generate a 1000-word essay for you. 

You will then fact check the assignment by researching any claims made in the essay using 

scholarly (defined as peer-reviewed or academic sources) resources. You will be required to 

write a critique of the essay using the sources you have located to fact check the claims made 

in the essay. A complete description of the assignment including rubric is available on OWL. 

 

Support Services 

There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 

1. Academic Support and Engagement - http://academicsupport.uwo.ca  
2. Wellness and Well-being - https://www.uwo.ca/health/  
3. Registrar’s Office -- http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/  
4. Ombuds Office -- http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/  

 

The websites for Registrarial Services (http://www.registrar.uwo.ca), and the same for affiliated 

university colleges when appropriate, and any appropriate Student Support Services (including 

the services provided by the USC listed here: http://westernusc.ca/services/) and the Student 

Development Services, should be provided for easy access. 

 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental 

Health@Western (https://www.uwo.ca/health/) for a complete list of options about how to obtain 

help. 

 

Statement on Gender-Based and Sexual Violence 

Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 

compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events.  If you have 

experienced sexual or gender-based violence (either recently or in the past), you will find 

information about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts at: 

https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html.   

   

Student Code of Conduct 

The purpose of the Code of Student Conduct is to define the general standard of conduct expected 

of students registered at Western University, provide examples of behaviour that constitutes a 

breach of this standard of conduct, provide examples of sanctions that may be imposed and set 

out the disciplinary procedures that the University will follow. For more information, visit 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf 

 

Absence from Course Commitments  

Students must familiarize themselves with the Policy on Academic Consideration – Undergraduate 

Students in First Entry Programs 

 

Students missing course work for medical, compassionate, or extenuating circumstances can 

request academic consideration by completing a request at the central academic consideration 

portal. Students are permitted one academic consideration request per course per term without 

supporting documentation. Note that supporting documentation is always required for academic 

consideration requests for examinations scheduled by the office of the registrar (e.g., December 

http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf


and April exams) and for practical laboratory and performance tests (typically scheduled during 

the last week of the term).  

 

Students should also note that the instructor may designate one assessment per course per 

term that requires supporting documentation. This designated assessment is described elsewhere 

in this document. Academic consideration requests may be denied when flexibility in assessment 

has already been included. Examples of flexibility in assessment include when there are 

assessments not required for calculation of the final grade (e.g. 8 out of 10 quizzes), when there 

is flexibility in the submission timeframe (e.g. 72 hour no late penalty period), or when timed 

assessments (e.g., quizzes) are available over an extended period of time (e.g., when you are 

given a 72 hour time period to start – and finish – the assessment). 

 

Please note that any academic considerations granted in this course will be determined by the 

instructor of this course, in consultation with the academic advisors in your Faculty of Registration, 

in accordance with information presented in this course syllabus. Supporting documentation for 

academic considerations for absences due to illness should use the Student Medical Certificate 

or, where that is not possible, equivalent documentation by a health care practitioner. 

 

Accommodation for Religious Holidays 

Students should review the policy for Accommodation for Religious Holidays. Where a student will 

be unable to write examinations and term tests due to a conflicting religious holiday, they should 

inform their instructors as soon as possible but not later than two weeks prior to writing the 

examination/term test. In the case of conflict with a midterm test, students should inform their 

instructor as soon as possible but not later than one week prior to the midterm.     

 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_16
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/


 

Use of Artificial Intelligence for the Completion of Course Work 

Within this course, you may only use artificial intelligence tools (e.g., “ChatGPT”) in ways that 

are specifically authorized by the course instructor. All submitted work must reflect your own 

thoughts and independent written work.  

 

Re-submission of Previously Graded Material 

Without the explicit written permission of the instructor, you may not submit any academic work 

for which credit has been obtained previously, or for which credit is being sought, in another 

course or program of study in the University or elsewhere.  

 

Use of Statistical Pattern Recognition on Multiple Choice Exams  

Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for 

similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that 

may indicate cheating. 

 

Accessibility Statement  

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf


 

Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes. For those classes in 

which we use 

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf


students expected to submit rationales for (or documentation of) any absences, to course 

https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/


 

Grades 

Where possible assignment objectives and rubrics will be posted on OWL. Generally, students 

can expect some form of feedback on their performance in a course before the drop date. 

 

A+ 90-100 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this 

level  

A 80-89 Superior work that is clearly above average 

B 70-79 Good work, meeting all requirements and eminently 

satisfactory 

C 60-69 Competent work, meeting requirements 

D 50-59 Fair work, minimally acceptable. 

F Below 50 Fail 

 

Rounding of Grades (for example, bumping a 79 to 80%): 

This is a practice some students request. The final grade documented is the grade that you 

have achieved. There is no rounding to the next grade level, or ‘giving away’ of marks. Please 

don’t ask me to do this for you; the response will be “please review the course outline where 

this is presented”. 

 

Appealing a Grade Within this Course 

You have the right to appeal any grade within this course. The grounds for a grade appeal may 

be one or more of: medical or compassionate circumstances, extenuating circumstances beyond 

the student’s control, bias, inaccuracy, or unfairness. All grounds advanced in a request for 

relief must be supported by a clear and detailed explanation of the reasons for the request 

together with all 10 supporting documentation. 

 

Appeals generally proceed in this order: 

1. Course instructor (informal consultation)  

2. Department Chair (submission of written request)  

3



 

Health and Wellness 

Information regarding health and wellness-related services available to students may be found 

at http://www.health.uwo.ca/ .  

 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

(http://www.health.uwo.ca/ ) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.  

 

There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 

Student Development Centre -- http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/  

Ombudsperson Office -- http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/  
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