HS3910G: Academic Health Communication

Winter


mailto:sburke9@uwo.ca

Course Description

Students will be introduced to a variety of practices in communicating health information in
academic and applied settings. Topics include critical appraisal in


https://uwo.ca/health/
http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/
https://wampumlearninglodge.uwo.ca/index.html

If you are in emotional or mental distress, please refer to Mental Health@Western (Mental
Health Support


/health/psych/index.html
/health/psych/index.html
/hr/safety/mental_health/index.html
/hr/safety/mental_health/index.html




Online Tutorials and Use of Recordings: When tutorials are held online, they will be
recorded. The data captured during these recordings may include your image, voice recordings,
chat logs and personal identifiers (name displayed on the screen). The recordings will not be
posted on the course OWL Brightspace site, but may be disclosed to other individuals under
special circumstances. Please contact the instructor if you have any concerns related to session
recordings. Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except where
recording is an approved accommodation, or the participant has the prior written permission of
the instructor.

Required Course Material:
Required Text: Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2019, Seventh
Edition). American Psychological Association.

Students will be assigned several readings throughout the duration of the course. These
readings correspond to the lecture topics and will be identified prior to each lecture. All readings
will be posted on OWL Brightspace. Additional readings may be assigned and/or posted on the
course website at any time. Students are responsible for the content of all required readings.

Evaluation

*Detailed evaluation information including marking schemes to be provided

Tutorial Attendance and Participation (10%6) | Ongoing

Learning Activity — Final Paper Introduction Due Date: Feb 7, 2025 (Individual)
Outline (5%0)
Dissemination Plan Report (15%0) Due Date: Feb 14, 2025 (Group)
Dissemination Product (e.g., Evidence-Based  Due Date: Feb 28, 2025 (Group)
Poster, Brief Report, Video Animation,
Infographic, etc.) (15%b6)




Ensure that you are in a private location to protect the confidentiality of discussions in
the event that a class discussion deals with sensitive or personal material

To minimize background noise, kindly mute your microphone for the entire class until
you are invited to speak, unless directed otherwise

Please be prepared to turn your video camera off at the instructor’s request if the
internet connection becomes unstable



Support Services
There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to:
1. Academic Support and Engagement - http://academicsupport.uwo.ca



http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf

quizzes) are available over an extended period of time (e.g., when you are given a 72 hour time
period to start — and finish — the assessment).

Please note that any academic considerations granted in this course will be determined by the
instructor of this course, in consultation with the academic advisors in your Faculty of
Registration, in accordance with information presented in this course syllabus. Supporting
documentation for academic considerations for absences due to illness should use the Student
Medical Certificate or, where that is not possible, equivalent documentation by a health care
practitioner.

Accommodation for Religious Holidays
Students should review the policy for Accommodation for Religious Holidays. Where a student


https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_16
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/

Re-submission of Previously Graded Material


https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo

Academic Accommodation
Please contact the course instructor if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate


http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf

Copyright and Audio/Video Recording Statement

Course material produced by faculty is copyrighted and to reproduce this material for any
purposes other than your own educational use contravenes Canadian Copyright Laws. Unless
explicitly noted otherwise, you may not make audio or video recordings of lectures — nor may
you edit, re-use, distribute, or rebroadcast any of the material posted to the course website.

Contingency Plan for an In-Person Class Pivoting to 100%6 Online Learning

In the event of a situation that requires this course to pivot to online content delivery, all
remaining course content will be delivered entirely online, either synchronously (i.e., at the
times indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on Brightspace for students to
view at their convenience). The grading scheme will not change. Any remaining assessments
will also be conducted online as determined by the course instructor

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate use of
the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class or of other
serious online offenses may be subject to disciplinary measures under the Code of Student
Conduct.

Online Proctoring

Tests and examinations in this course may be conducted using a remote proctoring service. By
taking this course, you are consenting to the use of this software and acknowledge that you will
be required to provide personal information (including some biometric data) and the session
will be recorded. Completion of this course will require you to have a reliable internet
connection and a device that meets the technical requirements for this service. More
information about this remote proctoring service, including technical requirements, is available
on Western's Remote Proctoring website at: https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca

Appealing a Grade Within this Course

You have the right to appeal any grade within this course. The grounds for a grade appeal may
be one or more of: medical or compassionate circumstances, extenuating circumstances beyond
the student’s control, bias, inaccuracy, or unfairness. All grounds advanced in a request for
relief must be supported by a clear and detailed explanation of the reasons for the request
together with all supporting documentation.

Appeals generally proceed in this order:

1. Course instructor (informal consultation)

2. Department Chair (submission of written request)

3. The Dean of the Faculty (submission of written request)

In the case of perceived procedural unfairness, steps 2 and 3 are carried out within the
Department and Faculty offering the course. In the case of extenuating medical or
compassionate circumstances that impact on a grade, steps 2 and 3 are carried out within a
student’'s Home Department and Faculty.

A request for relief against a mark or grade must be initiated with the instructor as soon as

possible after the mark is issued. In the event that the instructor is not available to the student,
or fails to act, or if the matter is not resolved satisfactorily with the instructor, a written request
for relief must be submitted to the Chair of the Department within three weeks of the date that
the mark was issued. In the case of a final grade in a course, the written request for relief must


https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/

be submitted to the Chair of the department by January 31st (for first-term half courses) or
June 30th (for second-term half courses or full-year courses

Grades
Where possible assignment objectives and rubrics will be posted on OWL. Generally, students
can expect some form of feedback on their performance in a course before the drop date.

A+ 90-100 One could scarcely expect better from a
student at this level

A 80-89 Superior work that is clearly above average

B 70-79 Good work, meeting all requirements and
eminently satisfactory

C 60-69 Competent work, meeting requirements

D 50-59 Fair work, minimally acceptable.

F Below 50 | Fail

Rounding of Grades (for example, bumping a 79 to 80%):

This is a practice some students request. The final grade documented is the grade that you
have achieved. There is no rounding to the next grade level, or ‘giving away’ of marks. Please
don't ask me to do this for you; the response will be “please review the course outline where
this is presented”.

Support Services Health and Wellness:


http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/

