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HS3811G: Qualitative Health Research in Practice

Winter | 2025

Prerequisite(s):
Family Studies and Human Development 2300F/G or Health Sciences 2800 or Health
Sciences 2801A/B or equivalent.

Antirequisite(s):
Family Studies and Human Development 3230A/B, Psychology 3860F/G, Psychology 3861F/G,
Sociology 3307F/G, Sociology 3310F/G, Thanatology 3330F/G.

Course Information

Instructor Name: Lesley Gittings, Ph.D (she/her)
Email: lesley.gittings@uwo.ca

Office Hours Day / Time: TBA

Location: TBA

Lectures Day / Time: TBA

Tutorials Day / Time: TBA

Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that Western University is located on the traditional territories of the
Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lanaapéewak and Chonnonton Nations, on lands connected with
the London Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant
Wampum. This land continues to be home to diverse Indigenous Peoples whom we recognize as
contemporary stewards of the land and vital contributors of our society.

Accessibility Acknowledgement

Meaningful ways to incorporate equity into the student experience are important to the School of
Health studies. To that end, we honour all manner of differences inherent within the student
population and incorporate accessible options for inclusion to the best of our abilities in each
course offering



Course Description

An introduction to the principles and practices of qualitative research methods and
methodologies in the health sciences. Through readings and assignments, students will learn

the foundations of qualitative research practice and gain experience crafting research
guestions and using qualitative research methods.

You will actively engage in the different phases of the research process, whilst reflecting on





https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2022B&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/HTH3811G
https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2022B&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/HTH3811G

During the course, you will develop a small research project, undertaking specific tasks
throughout the semester. Ample time will be provided in class to practice, work with peers and
to engage with the instructor on your assigned tasks. Alongside this work, you will also reflect
upon your own learning journey, documenting difficulties and doubts, milestones, new
understandings and insights. This project includes four main steps, which are outlined below.
Further details will be provided in the first weeks of class.

1) Research questions and interview guide (15%, due date TBD)
In a group of 5 students, you will together: (1) determine a research question and (2) design
an interview guide for an in-depth, semi-structured interview on a health-related topic of
your choice.

2) In-depth interview transcript & reflective report (30%, due date TBD)

You will conduct and transcribe one in-depth semi-structured interview. Your interviewee will be
a fellow group member, and each class member will experience conducting an interview,

3) Codebook (15%, due date TBD)





http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf

Absence from Course Commitments
Students must familiarize themselves with the Policy on Academic Consideration —
Undergraduate Students in First Entry Programs

Students missing course work for medical, compassionate, or extenuating circumstances can
request academic consideration by completing a request at the central academic consideration
portal. Students are permitted one academic consideration request per course per term
without supporting documentation. Note that supporting documentation is always required
for academic consideration requests for examinations scheduled by the office of the registrar
(e.g., December and April exams) and for practical laboratory and performance tests (typically
scheduled during the last week of the term).

Students should also note that the instructor may designate one assessment per course per
term that requires supporting documentation. This designated assessment is described
elsewhere in this document. Academic consideration requests may be denied when flexibility in
assessment has already been included.

Examples of flexibility in assessment include when there are assessments not required for
calculation of the final grade (e.g. 8 out of 10 quizzes), when there is flexibility in the
submission timeframe (e.g. 72 hour no late penalty period), or when timed assessments (e.g.,
quizzes) are available over an extended period of time (e.g., when you are given a 72 hour time
period to start — and finish — the assessment).

Please note that any academic considerations granted in this course will be determined by the
instructor of this course, in consultation with the academic advisors in your Faculty of
Registration, in accordance with information presented in this course syllabus. Supporting
documentation for academic considerations for absences due to illness should use the Student
Medical Certificate or, where that is not possible, equivalent documentation by a health care
practitioner.

Accommodation for Religious Holidays

Students should review the policy for Accommodation for Religious Holidays. Where a student
will be unable to write examinations and term tests due to a conflicting religious holiday, they
should inform their instructors as soon as possible but not later than two weeks prior to writing
the examination/term test. In the case of conflict with a midterm test, students should inform
their instructor as soon as possible but not later than one week prior to the midterm.

Special Examinations

A Special Examination is any examination other than the regular examination, and it may be
offered only with the permission of the Dean of the Faculty in which the student is registered, in
consultation with the instructor and Department Chair. Permission to write a Special
Examination may be given on the basis of compassionate or medical grounds with appropriate
supporting documents. To provide an opportunity for students to recover from the
circumstances resulting in a Special Examination, the University has implemented Special
Examination dates. The Faculty of Health Sciences has set School-specific dates for these
Special Examinations. Please speak with your instructor about the date on which the Special
Examination for this course will be held.


https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_16

Academic Offences

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following website:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf

Plagiarism

Student work is expected to be original. Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and could lead
to a zero on the assignment in question, a zero in this course, or your expulsion from the
university. You are plagiarizing if you insert a phrase, sentence or paragraph taken directly from
another author without acknowledging that the work belongs to him/her. Similarly, you are


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf

Use of Electronic Devices

During Exams

Unless you have medical accommodations that require you to do so, or explicit permission from
the instructor of the course, you may not use any electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, tablets,
cameras, smart glass, smart watches, or iPods) during ANY tests, quizzes, midterms,
examinations, or other in-class evaluations. These devices MUST either be left at home or
with your belongings at the front of the room. They MUST NOT be at your test/exam
desk or in your pocket. Any student found with a prohibited device will receive an
automatic grade of zero on the test or exam.

During Lectures and Tutorials

Although you are welcome to use a computer during lecture and tutorial periods, you are
expected to use the computer for scholastic purposes only, and refrain from engaging in any
activities that may distract other students from learning. From time to time, your professor may
ask the class to turn off all computers, to facilitate learning or discussion of the material
presented in a particular class.

Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes. For those classes in
which we use this technology, it is your responsibility to ensure that the device is activated and
functional. You must speak with the course instructor immediately, if you have any concerns
about whether or not your clicker is malfunctioning.
You must use only your own clicker. For all components of this course in which clicker records
are used to compute a portion of the grade:

f  The use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence;

f  The possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an
attempt to commit a scholastic offense

Academic Considerations and Absences from Lectures and Assessments

Religious Accommodation

When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an absence from the
University or prohibits certain activities, students should request (in writing) any necessary
academic considerations at least two weeks prior to the holiday to the academic counsellors in
their Home Department. Additional information is provided in the Western Multicultural
Calendar.

Academic Accommodation
Please contact the course instrucF2 11.04 strucFQg0.00000912 0 612e1.04 Tffrn 0 612e1.04 Tf{rn 1 0 012 0


https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html



/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf



https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/

Grades
Where possible assignment objectives and rubrics will be posted on OWL. Generally, students


http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/

