
  

HS3010F: Introduction to Rural Communities  

Fall | 2024  

  

   
Prerequisite(s):  
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in 
the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary 
prerequisites.  
 
NOTE: If you wish to enroll in this course without the stated pre-requisite(s), 
you must obtain written approval from the course instructor. The approval 
should then be forwarded to your academic counsellor. 
 

Course Information  

Instructor Name: Dr. Tara Mantler 
Email: tara.mantler@uwo.ca   
Office Hours Day / Time: TBA

mailto:tara.mantler@uwo.ca


 

Accessibility Acknowledgement  

Meaningful ways to incorporate equity into the student experience are important to the School of 

Health studies. To that end, we honour all manner of differences inherent within the student 

population and incorporate accessible options for inclusion to the best of our abilities in each 

course offering 

 

Course Description  

This community engaged learning course will offer an introduction to rural communities within 
the Canadian context. This course will examine how rural and urban communities differ using 
sociological, infrastructure, political, and health services perspectives. By the end of this course 
students will be able to:  

¶ Identify and critique rural communities utilizing various definitions  

¶ Examine factors contributing to ‘rurality’  

¶ Understand how geographic location intersects with various social determinants of 
health  

¶ Identify and critically examine how geographic location intersects with health (including 
disease prevalence, service use/availability, and health outcomes)  

¶ Explore contemporary issues in rural health and design potential solutions  

¶ Engage in critical scholarship of the impact of rurality on health 
 

Classroom Expectations 
Contemporary academic traditions are built upon the power of a select groups of people, 
namely privileged white folks, typically men. However, that is changing as we move towards 
classroom content and approaches that acknowledge the importance of inclusivity and 
equity. I have worked hard to ensure the course content reflects the knowledge created by 
authors working from diverse social locations. However, there is always room for 
improvement and feel free to contact me (in person or electronically) if you have any 
suggestions to improve the quality of course materials.  
 
Furthermore, I would like to create a learning environment with my students that is 



 

Course Format and Timetable  

Week Date Topic 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decolonization and Reconciliation. 

Canadian Journal of Environmental 

Education (CJEE), 22, 58- 79.  

 

Williams, L., Bunda, T., Claxton, N., & 

MacKinnon, I. (2018). A Global 

Decolonial Praxis of Sustainability-

Possibilities towards Undoing Epistemic 

Violences between Indigenous Peoples 

and those no longer Indigenous to Place. 

Australian Journal of Indigenous 

Education, 47(1), 41-53. 

 Oct 31 Critical Scholarship 

Option 5 

Not Assigned 

8 Nov 5 

 

 

Racism and Rural 

Health 

 

 

 

Etowa, J., Wiens, J., Bernard, W. T., & 

Clow, B. (2007). Determinants of Black 

women's health in rural and remote 

communities. Canadian Journal of 

Nursing Research Archive, 56-77. 

 

 Nov 7 Critical Scholarship 

Option 6 

Not Assigned 

9 Nov 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gender Based 

Violence and Rural 

Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edwards, K. M. (2015). Intimate partner 

violence and the rural–urban– suburban 

divide: Myth or reality? A critical review 

of the literature. Trauma, Violence, & 

Abuse, 16(3), 359-373. 

 

Mantler, T., Jackson, K.T, Shillington, K., 

Walsh, E.J., Tobah, T., Jackson, B. and 

Davidson, C.A. "Factors influencing rural 



 
 
Required Course Material:  
Course readings will be available through the course website. 
 

Evaluation  

Percentage  Grade Component Evaluator Due Date 

20% Critical Scholarship - 2 X 10% 

each 

Professor Friday at Noon 

5% Outline for Issue in Focus 

Paper (Optional) 

Professor Oct 29th at Noon 

30% Issue in Focus Paper 



 

 

Issue In Focus Presentation 

Students will create a 3-minute presentation that summarizes their issues in focus paper. 

 

What does presentation mean: The presentation itself can be anything you would like. You can 

do a power point, speech, comic strip, artistic piece, drama, game, etc- the sky is truly the limit. 

You are expected to ‘submit’ your presentation by Nov 25 by 9AM if you require the classroom 

projector or a physical handout for the class for your presentation. If your presentation requires 

nothing but yourself (i.e. a speech, game etc) then there is no need to submit anything. If you 

http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section1/mapp113.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html


   

 

 

Student Code of Conduct 

 The purpose of the Code of Student Conduct is to define the general standard of conduct 

expected of students registered at Western University, provide examples of behaviour that 

constitutes a breach of this standard of conduct, provide examples of sanctions that may be 

imposed and set out the disciplinary procedures that the University will follow. For more 

information, visit https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf  

 

Absence from Course Commitments  

Students must familiarize themselves with the Policy on Academic Consideration – Undergraduate 

Students in First Entry Programs 

 

Students missing course work for medical, compassionate, or extenuating circumstances can 

request academic consideration by completing a request at the central academic consideration 

portal. Students are permitted one academic consideration request per course per term without 

supporting documentation. Note that supporting documentation is always required for academic 

consideration requests for examinations scheduled by the office of the registrar (e.g., December 

and April exams) and for practical laboratory and performance tests (t

/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_16


https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
http://www.turnitin.com/


 

Personal Response Systems: (“clickers”) may be used in some classes. For those classes in 

which we use this technology, it is your responsibility to ensure that the device is activated and 

functional. You must speak with the course instructor immediately, if you have any concerns 

about whether or not your clicker is malfunctioning.  

 

You must use only your own clicker. For all components of this course in which clicker records 

are used to compute a portion of the grade: 

¶ The use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence;  

¶ The possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an 

attempt to commit a scholastic offense. 

 

Academic Considerations and Absences from Lectures and Assessments 

Religious Accommodation 

When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an absence from the 

University or prohibits certain activities, students should request (in writing) any necessary 

academic considerations at least two weeks prior to the holiday to the academic counsellors in 

their Home Department. Additional information is provided in the Western Multicultural 

Calendar. 

 

Academic Accommodation 

Please contact the course instructor if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate 

format or if any other arrangements can make this course more accessible to you. Students 

with ongoing accommodation needs within this course are also encouraged to contact 

Accessible Education, which provides recommendations for accommodation based on medical 

documentation or psychological and cognitive testing. The policy on Academic Accommodation 

for Students with Disabilities can be found here.  

 

Academic Consideration 

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on 

occasion, be impaired by extenuating circumstances that are medical or compassionate in 

nature. These extenuating circumstances may be acute (short term), or it may be chronic (long 

term), or chronic with acute episodes. In all cases, students are advised to consult with the 

academic counsellors in their home units, at their earliest opportunity. Academic counsellors 

may refer students to Accessible Education for ongoing academic accommodations. 

 

Most forms of academic consideration require documentation, and this documentation is to be 

submitted to academic counsellors within five (5) business days of their return to academic 

responsibilities. Any such documents will be retained in the student’s file, and will be held in 

confidence in accordance with the University’s Official Student Record Information Privacy 

Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents have been received and assessed, 

appropriate academic considerations shall be determined by academic counseling, in 

consultation with the student’s instructor(s). Academic considerations may include extension of 

deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special 

Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or granting late withdrawals without 

academic penalty. Academic considerations shall be granted only where the documentation 

indicates that the onset, duration and severity of the illness are such that the student could not 

reasonably be expected to complete their academic responsibilities. (Note – it will not be 

sufficient to provide documentation indicating simply that the student “was seen for a medical 

reason” or “was ill.”). 

 

 

 

 

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf


 

Whenever possible, students who require academic considerations should provide notification 

and documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Under no circumstances are 

students expected to submit rationales for (or documentation of) any absences, to course 

instructors. Students are, however, required to follow-up with course instructors, in a timely 

fashion, to identify the ways in which the academic consideration will be implemented. 

 

Examination Conflicts 

A student completing tests or examinations with flexible submission times (e.g., where one or 

more evaluation is a take-home assessment) cannot request alternative arrangements unless a 

conflict cannot be avoided by rescheduling writing the exam to a different time within the 

window specified by the instructor. This applies to direct conflicts as well as “heavy load” 

conflicts (e.g., three exams within a 23-hour period). The student should discuss any concerns 

about a potential conflict and/or request academic considerations with their academic 

counselling unit prior to the deadline to drop a course without academic penalty. In the case of 

online tests and examinations, use of a “Conflict Room,” wherein student can write two 

proctored exams concurrently, will be interpreted as arrangements for continuous proctoring. 

 

Contingency Plan for an In-Person Class Pivoting to 100% Online Learning 

In the event of a situation that requires this course to pivot to online content delivery, all 

remaining course content will be delivered entirely online, either synchronously (i.e., at the 

times indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view 

at their convenience). The grading scheme will not change. Any remaining assessments will 

also be conducted online as determined by the course instructor. 

 

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate use of 

the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class or of other 

serious online offenses may be subject to disciplinary measures under the Code of Student 

Conduct. 

 

Online Proctoring 

Tests and examinations in this course may be conducted using a remote proctoring service. By 

taking this course, you are consenting to the use of this software and acknowledge that you will 

be required to provide personal information (including some biometric data) and the session 

will be recorded. Completion of this course will require you to have a reliable internet 

connection and a device that meets the technical requirements for this service. More 

information about this remote proctoring service, including technical requirements, is available 

on Western’s Remote Proctoring website at: https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca  

 

Grades 

Where possible assignment objectives and rubrics will be posted on OWL. Generally, students 

can expect some form of feedback on their performance in a course before the drop date. 

 

A+ 90-100 One could scarcely expect better from a student at 

this level  

A 80-89 Superior work that is clearly above average 

B 70-79 Good work, meeting all requirements and eminently 

satisfactory 

C 60-69 Competent work, meeting requirements 

D 50-59 Fair work, minimally acceptable. 

F Below 50 Fail 

 

 

https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/


http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/

