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A. Course Description
The objective of this course is to have students gain an understanding of, and practical experience related to,
the skills and knowledge required to effectively communicate health-related research to various audiences. In
order to accomplish this, students will be introduced to a variety of practices in health communication in both
academic and applied settings. Topics include (but are not limited to): an introduction to knowledge translation
and exchange; the nature of research and the generation of evidence-based research questions; the art of
scientific writing; the publication process; effective presenting skills; posters and infographics; scholarship,
graduate school, and professional applications (including CVs); and the practice of preparing brief but
informative “lightning talk” presentations. This course is strongly recommended for students taking


mailto:sburke9@uwo.ca



http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/
/health/psych/index.html
/health/psych/index.html
https://www.familyservicethamesvalley.com/
/health/

« “Lightning Talk” Presentation (20%) Due Date: Mar 14-Apr 4 2023 (Individual)
« Final Paper — Scoping or Systematic Review (35%) Due Date: April 6, 2023 (Individual)

Lateness: All late assignments/papers/presentations will receive an automatic 5% deduction if not
submitted by or presented on the assigned due date and a subsequent 5% deducted for every 24-hour
period after the due date.

Plagiarism Checking: All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for
such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism
of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently
between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).

E. Tutorials

Tutorial Attendance and Participation: Tutorials will begin on Tuesday January 17, 2023 and end on Tuesday
April 4, 2023. In the School of Health Studies, each course instructor sets specific expectations for attendance and
participation that are specific to the course, teaching objectives, and learning outcomes. Regular attendance is
expected and essential for all courses, but particularly those that include participation grades in their evaluation
schemes. Participation means not only attending the tutorials, but active engagement in them, including (for
example) contributing meaningfully to group discussions, and a demonstrated effort to prepare by completing
assigned readings and following the instructor's/TA’s guidelines. Students who miss tutorials, or parts of them, are
responsible for the material they have missed. Instructors/TAs are not obliged to review the contents of missed
tutorials. Persistent absenteeism may have serious repercussions and may result in you failing this course. In this
course, the equivalent of 3 weeks of unexcused absences, per term, will be considered to be persistent
absenteeism. Persistent absenteeism will result in you being contacted by the instructor, who may request an
online meeting. Continued absence after this point will be reported to the Undergraduate Chair and may result in
debarment from submitting the final course paper. In such a case, you would receive a grade of zero on the
evaluations from which you were debarred.

Online Tutorials and Use of Recordings: When tutorials are held online, they will be recorded. The data captured
during these recordings may include your image, voice recordings, chat logs and personal identifiers (hame
displayed on the screen). The recordings will not be posted on the course OWL site, but may be disclosed to other
individuals under special circumstances. Please contact the instructor if you have any concerns related to session
recordings. Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except where recording is an
approved accommodation, or the participant has the prior written permission of the instructor.

F. Course Agenda (*subject to change prior to and throughout the course, as needed)

Week Topic(s)
Week 1 WELCOME
(Jan 10) I Course overview and expectations

1 Introduction to the fundamentals and importance of academic communication
in the health sciences


http://www.turnitin.com/

Week 2 FOUNDATIONS IN SCHOLARLY WRITING AND RESEARCH PART |
(Jan 17) 9 The nature of research
f Generation of an evidence-based research question



Week 9 KNOWLEDGE DISSEMINATION & EXCHANGE: RESEARCH INTO PRACTICE
(March 14) T Identifying the audience

T Stakeholders and community partnerships

1 Knowledge exchange and Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI)

I Lightning Talks (3-Minute Presentations; Individual) *Peer evaluations

Week 10




dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Rounding of Grades
These are practices some students



Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online meetings, including inappropriate use of the chat
function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class or of other serious online offenses may

be subject to disciplinary measures under the Code of Student Conduct.

E-mail
The course TAs and myself will do our best to answer all course-related questions sent via e-mail within a
reasonable timeframe



policy can be found here: Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities.

Academic Consideration for Student Absence

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on occasion, be
impaired by extenuating circumstances, including short-term illness or injury. Reasonable academic consideration
is a cooperative process between the University, the student, and academic staff. All participants in the process
must act in good faith, and fulfil their respective obligations, if it is to succeed.

Students who experience an extenuating circumstance (illness, injury, or other extenuating circumstance)
sufficiently significant as to temporarily render them unable to meet academic requirements, may submit a
request for academic consideration through the following routes:

() For medical absences, submitting a Student Medical Certificate (SMC) signed by a licensed medical or
mental health practitioner, in order to be eligible for Academic Consideration; or

(i) For non-medical absences, submitting appropriate documentation (e.g., obituary, police report,
accident report, court order, etc.) to academic advising office in their Faculty of registration, in order
to be eligible for academic consideration.

Students seeking academic consideration:
f  Are advised to consider carefully the implications of postponing tests or midterm exams or
delaying handing in work;
I Are encouraged to make appropriate decisions, based on their specific circumstances,
recognizing that minor ailments (e.g., upset stomach) or upsets (e.g., argument with a friend)
are not normally an appropriate basis for an SMC;


https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_10
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189

Concern ' How to address concern

Course administrative matters Read through the course outline or email instructor if question cannot be
answered from information in the course outline.
Course content questions Refer to the OWL Resources (notes, calendar, etc


https://uwo.ca/fhs/policies/appeals.html
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/

