
 Health Sciences 2610G: Introduction to Ethics in Health 
 

Dr. Ken Kirkwood 

kenneth.kirkwood@uwo.ca 

Class time: Thursdays, 12:3-2:30. 

Office Hours: TBD  

Room #218 Arthur & Sonia Labatt Health Sciences Building 

Antirequisite(s): Philosophy 2715F/G, the former Kinesiology 2293F/G, the former Philosophy 2071E.  

Prerequisite(s): Minimum of 60% [mandatory] in each of Health Sciences 1001A/B and Health Sciences 
1002A/B. 

*Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean 
to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This 
decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are 
dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 

Course Description  

An introduction to basic moral theory and development of an understanding of moral reasoning. The 
course will also teach students to apply basic principles of sound moral decision-making to important 
ethical issues in health, including: concepts of health, wellness, and illness, allocation of scarce 
resources, and the notion of "consent." The methods of explaining/justifying moral decisions in health 
will be explored by surveying major philosophical approaches to ethics.  

Evaluations 

Mid-

mailto:kenneth.kirkwood@uwo.ca


Informed Consent   

Ethics of Pandemics 

Reading Week  

Reproductive Ethics    

Resource Allocation   

Status of Animals as Research Subjects and Food   

Enhancement of Physical and Mental Capacities    

https://www.turnitin.com/


Students seeking academic consideration: 

• Are advised to consider carefully the implications of postponing tests or midterm exams or 
delaying handing in work; 

• Are encouraged to make appropriate decisions, based on their specific circumstances, 
recognizing that minor ailments (e.g., upset stomach) or upsets (e.g., argument with a friend) 
are not normally an appropriate basis for a self-reported absence; 

• Must communicate with their instructors no later than 24 hours after the end of the period 
covered by either the self-reported absence or SMC, or immediately upon their return following 
a documented absence; 

• Are advised that all necessary documentation, forms, etc. are to be submitted to academic 
counselling within two business days after the date specified for resuming responsibilities 

Students who experience an unexpected illness or injury or an extenuating circumstance (48 hours 
or less) that is sufficiently severe as to temporarily render them unable to meet academic 
requirements (e.g., attending lectures or labs, writing tests or midterm exams, completing and 
submitting assignments, participating in presentations) should self-declare using the online Self-
Reported Absence portal.  This option should be used in situations where the student expects to 
resume academic responsibilities within 48 hours or less.  The following conditions are in place for 
self-



Statement on use of electronic devices: 

Use of Recording Devices and Course Content 

Course instructors own and retain the intellectual property rights of their teaching materials. These rights extend 
to materials used in online settings and digital learning management systems like OWL,  Zoom, and TopHat. 
Students do not have my permission to make audio or video recordings of lectures, take pictures of lecture 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_20
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_20
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.music.uwo.ca/
http://mcintoshgallery.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/

