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The	  University	  of	  Western	  Ontario	  
School	  of	  Health	  Studies	  

	  
Health	  Sciences	  4044	  

International	  Health	  Systems	  Comparisons	  
	  

	  

Instructor:	  Dr.	  Jeannie	  Samuel	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Fall	  2016	  
Email: jsamue9@uwo.ca	  
Office:	  	  Health	  Sciences	  Building,	  Room	  331	  
Office	  Hours:	  
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global	  south.	  	 
•   To	  develop	  tools	  to	  be	  able	  to	  examine	  and	  compare	  a	  diverse	  set	  of	  national	  health	  

systems	  from	  countries	  in	  both	  the	  global	  north	  and	  global	  south,	  with	  particular	  
attention	  to	  issues	  of	  equitable	  access	  to	  quality	  health	  care.	 

Course	  Topics	 

This	  course	  will	  focus	  on	  a	  different	  topic	  area	  each	  week.	  	  Sample	  topics	  include	  financing	  
mechanisms,	  including	  health	  insurance	  schemes,	  human	  resources	  for	  health,	  the	  adoption	  of	  
new	  technologies	  and	  the	  systems	  for	  tracking	  the	  quality	  of	  care.	  	  Sample	  countries	  include	  
Canada,	  the	  United	  States,	  as	  well	  as	  examples	  from	  Europe,	  Asia,	  Africa	  and	  Latin	  America.	  	  

A	  full	  list	  of	  topics	  and	  readings	  will	  be	  available	  in	  the	  final	  syllabus,	  to	  be	  posted	  on	  the	  OWL	  
site	  in	  early	  September.	  

Course	  Materials	  

Course	  materials	  will	  be	  posted	  on	  the	  OWL	  website.	  	  	  

Course	  Evaluation	  

Evaluation	   	   Percentage	  
Mid-‐Term	  Exam	  	   30	  %	  (Monday,	  October	  24)	  
Group	  research	  
presentation/class	  facilitation	  

30	  %	  	  (Throughout	  second	  half	  of	  term,	  specific	  dates	  to	  
be	  assigned	  to	  each	  group)	  

Final	  Exam	   40	  %	  
	  
1.	  Mid-‐Term	  Exam	  
A	  mid	  term	  exam	  will	  be	  given	  in	  class	  on	  Monday,	  October	  24.	  The	  exam	  will	  consist	  of	  
multiple	  choice	  questions	  and	  will	  be	  based	  on	  class	  content	  and	  assigned	  readings	  for	  all	  
sessions	  prior	  to	  the	  exam	  date.	  	  
	  
2.	  Group	  research	  presentation/class	  facilitation	  
Students	  will	  work	  in	  groups	  of	  approximately	  5	  to	  research	  a	  particular	  national	  health	  system	  
of	  their	  choice	  and	  prepare	  a	  class	  presentation	  that	  highlights	  key	  elements,	  including	  delivery	  
systems,	  financing	  mechanisms,	  efficiency	  and	  equity	  and	  quality.	  The	  countries	  selected	  by	  
each	  group	  must	  be	  different	  than	  the	  ones	  covered	  in	  class.	  	  Students	  will	  be	  provided	  with	  a	  
template	  to	  guide	  them	  in	  their	  research	  process.	  Class	  time	  will	  also	  be	  allocated	  to	  provide	  
some	  of	  the	  time	  required	  to	  complete	  this	  project.	  Students	  are	  asked	  to	  highlight	  the	  main	  
elements	  of	  their	  selected	  health	  system	  and	  discuss	  these	  in	  reference	  to	  the	  course	  material	  
covered	  in	  class.	  They	  are	  then	  responsible	  for	  engaging	  the	  class	  in	  some	  sort	  of	  brief	  active	  
learning	  activity	  of	  their	  choice	  (for	  example	  interactive	  discussion,	  debate,	  etc.)	  that	  helps	  us	  
think	  about	  and	  better	  understand	  their	  chosen	  health	  system.	  Each	  group	  will	  be	  allocated	  a	  
total	  of	  20	  minutes	  for	  their	  session.	  ALL	  students	  are	  expected	  to	  fully	  participate	  in	  these	  
sessions	  and	  support	  their	  student	  colleagues,	  regardless	  of	  whether	  it	  is	  their	  group’s	  turn	  to	  
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present	  or	  to	  act	  as	  an	  audience.	  	  Detailed	  instructions	  for	  this	  assignment	  will	  be	  posted	  on	  
OWL	  in	  the	  Assignments	  Folder	  in	  early	  September.



	  
4

	  

All	  students	  in	  this	  course	  need	  to	  use	  OWL	  to	  access	  resources	  used	  in	  this	  course	  such	  as	  

PowerPoint	  (lecture)	  handouts,	  additional	  handouts	  and/or	  readings,	  and	  this	  course	  outline.	  Students	  are	  responsible	  to	  check	  the	  OWL	  site	  regularly	  for	  this	  cours

e	  for	  updates	  and	  announcements.	  Additionally,	  due	  to	  changes	  in	  privacy	  legislation,	  grades	  will	  only	  be	  provided	  to	  you	  through	  the	  course	  website	  – 	   I	  will	  not,	  under	  any	  circumstance,	  convey	  grades	  via	  email	  
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The	  University	  recognizes	  that	  a	  student’s	  ability	  to	  meet	  his/her	  academic	  responsibilities	  may,	  
on	  occasion,	  be	  impaired	  by	  medical	  illness.	  Illness	  may	  be	  acute	  (short	  term),	  or	  it	  may	  be	  
chronic	  (long	  term),	  or	  chronic	  with	  acute	  episodes.	  The	  University	  further	  recognizes	  that	  
medical	  situations	  are	  deeply	  personal	  and	  respects	  the	  need	  for	  privacy	  and	  confidentiality	  in	  
these	  matters.	  
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