
The University of Western Ontario
School of Health Studies
Health Sciences HS3090B

Special Topics: Health Economics

Winter 2016

Instructor: Shannon Potter
Email: spotter5@uwo.ca
O�ce Room Number: HSB 220
O�ce Hours: TBA

Prerequisite Checking

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from
your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from
your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your
fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary
prerequisites. A list of prerequisites and/or antirequisites is available in the current
Western Academic Calendar at www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca.

Course Information

The objective of this course to introduce students to economic concepts as they apply to



particular smoking as a \rational addiction" or as a \time-inconsistent" behaviour. We will
look at the \socioeconomic gradient" in health: how health status depends on individual
socioeconomic characteristics.

Uncertainty is inherent to the demand for health care. Individuals often do not know
when they will need what health care, or when their health status may change. Students
will be introduced to the concept of risk and the role of health insurance in pooling risk.
We will consider \moral hazard" and \risk selection" and the role that these play in private
insurance. We will see how health care systems are �nanced and the role of both public and
private insurance. We will look in detail at the problem of \supplier-induced demand" (that
a physician may in
uence a patient’s decision) and what can be learned from data. We will
consider the incentives of hospitals, the question of e�ciency in the absence of competition,
and the role of not-for-pro�t institutions. Additional topics include: the pharmaceutical
industry and the role of patents, technology, and an ageing population on health care.

Students will complete 4 quizzes, a midterm, a short paper, and a �nal exam. The
purpose of the quizzes is to motivate students to keep up with the material, as the majority
of it will be new to students, and the material will build on what was covered in earlier
weeks. The midterm will break the course in half, with the objective that students will be
comfortable with the �rst half of the material before we proceed to the second half. The
purpose of the paper is for students to have an opportunity to apply the concepts in this
course to an area they are interested in. The �nal exam will be cumulative.

Course Materials

There is no required textbook for this course. The required material will be contained
in the slides that I will post on OWL throughout the semester. Supplemental material that
may be of interest to you (such as journal articles) will be posted on OWL as well. These
will be optional readings that are intended to help you gain a deeper understanding of the
material covered in class. If you are interested in acquiring a health economics textbook,
the recommended textbook is



matter what the reason for missing the quiz. If you miss more than 1 quiz, you will
receive a zero on each missed quiz. If you miss more that 1 quiz due to a legitimate
absence you should speak to an academic counsellor and submit appropriate
documentation to the Dean’s o�ce. There will be no re-writing of quizzes, and a
student with a valid reason for missing more than 1 quiz may have the weight
deferred to the �nal exam.

� Midterm (30%)
This will be held in class on Tuesday, February 23. The format will be a combination
of multiple choice and short answer. It will be designed to evaluate your
understanding of concepts both through your knowledge (to be demonstrated in the
multiple choice section) and your ability to apply your knowledge to di�erent
contexts (to be demonstrated in the short answer section). If a student misses the
midterm they may receive a grade of zero. If a student misses the midterm due to a
legitimate absence they should speak to an academic counsellor and submit



Statement on Use of Electronic Devices

The use of any electronic device is prohibited in all quizzes, the midterm and the �nal
exam. A student violating these rules during a quiz may be given a grade of zero. A
student who violates this rule on a midterm may be given a grade of zero and be subject to
further penalties, depending on the nature of the violation. A student who violates this
rule during a �nal exam will be subject to the universitys policies.

During the class (when not writing a quiz or exam), students may use whatever
electronic devices they wish. If your device is a source of distraction to other students, you

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/board/code.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/english.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm


Documentation is required for non-medical absences where the course work missed is
more than 10% of the overall grade. Students may contact their Faculty Academic
Counselling O�ce for what documentation is needed.

Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide
noti�cation and documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must
follow up with their professors and their Academic Counselling o�ce in a timely manner.
Documentation for any request for accommodation shall be submitted, as soon as possible,
to the appropriate Academic Counselling O�ce of the students Faculty of registration. For
BHSc students, you may go to the School of Health Studies O�ce in HSB room 222.

Scholastic O�ences

Scholastic o�ences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate
policy, speci�cally, the de�nition of what constitutes a Scholastic O�ence, at the following
website:

www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf

Additionally,

1. All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the
detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as
source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of
papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the
licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and
Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).

2. Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission
for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer
patterns that may indicate cheating.

Support Services

There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to:

1. Student Development Centre { http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/

2. Student Health { http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html

3. Registrars O�ce { http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/

4. Ombuds O�ce { http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
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