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share	  any	  relevant	  material	  with	  the	  class	  and	  are	  asked	  to	  forward	  such	  material	  to	  the	  instructor	  at	  
least	  two	  days	  before	  the	  related	  lecture.	  As	  examination	  material	  will	  cover	  both	  textbook	  and	  lecture	  
material	  students	  are	  strongly	  encouraged	  to	  attend	  all	  classes	  and	  take	  lecture	  notes.	  The	  instructor	  is	  
available	  to	  support	  students	  with	  any	  difficulties	  or	  concerns	  related	  to	  the	  course	  and	  welcomes	  
conversations	  regarding	  specific	  learning	  needs.	  	  

Learning	  Environment	  

The	  topic	  of	  death	  and	  dying	  can	  often	  evoke	  strong	  personal	  convictions	  and	  engage	  difficult	  
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Class	  Schedule:	  

The	  course	  consists	  of	  2	  lecture	  hours	  and	  1	  tutorial	  hour	  per	  week.	  	  Topics	  and	  required	  readings	  are	  as	  
follows:	  

Week	  
	  

Date	  
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*Please	  note:	  	  On	  Week	  10	  the	  class	  will	  be	  held	  at	  a	  local	  funeral	  home	  provided	  a	  funeral	  is	  not	  being	  
held	  at	  the	  facility	  that	  day.	  Previous	  students	  have	  provided	  very	  positive	  feedback	  about	  their	  
experience	  in	  this	  learning	  activity.	  The	  funeral	  directors	  will	  provide	  insight	  into	  the	  business	  of	  
organizing	  funerals,	  discuss	  how	  they	  handle	  occupational	  stress,	  lead	  
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Please	  note:	  	  A	  maximum	  of	  2	  groups	  comprised	  of	  4	  students	  each	  will	  be	  allowed	  to	  visit	  the	  same	  
palliative	  care	  setting	  to	  ensure	  balance	  and	  to	  avoid	  overwhelming	  any	  particular	  sites.	  It	  will	  be	  a	  "first	  
come,	  first	  served"	  sign-‐up	  process.	  	  Once	  you	  have	  decided	  (a)	  who	  you	  will	  be	  working	  with	  and	  (b)	  
which	  setting	  you	  would	  like	  to	  study,	  you	  must	  formally	  sign	  up	  on	  the	  sheet	  provided	  and	  your	  choice	  
must	  be	  approved	  by	  the	  Lecturer.	  This	  should	  be	  done	  no	  later	  than	  the	  end	  of	  the	  lecture	  on	  
Wednesday,	  September	  19,	  2012.	  	  

Helpful	  Hints	  .	  .	  .	  	  

 don't	  procrastinate;	  health	  professionals	  in	  the	  workforce	  typically	  require	  2-‐3	  weeks	  
advance	  notice	  to	  free	  up	  time	  in	  their	  schedules	  	  

 for	  the	  most	  productive	  site	  visit,	  prepare	  specific	  and	  detailed	  questions	  in	  advance	  of	  your	  
visit	  (e.g.	  What	  are	  your	  greatest	  challenges?	  What	  would	  you	  consider	  your	  most	  unique	  
programs?	  What	  do	  you	  need	  (or	  would	  you	  like	  to	  have)	  that	  you	  don't	  have?,	  etc.)	  

Your	  site	  visit	  should	  examine	  palliative	  care	  issues	  in	  detail	  (successes	  &	  challenges)	  related	  to	  the	  
setting/population	  you	  have	  chosen.	  	  

Content:	  

I.	   Introduction	  (approx.	  5	  min)	  

• Introduce	  your	  topic	  and	  provide	  a	  brief	  summary	  of	  key	  findings	  of	  current	  literature	  on	  the	  
topic	  you	  have	  chosen	  (e.g.	  What	  does	  existing	  evidence	  tell	  us	  about	  palliative	  care	  in	  this	  
population?)	  

• Brief	  introduction	  to	  the	  facility/population	  you	  have	  chosen	  

II.	   Key	  Findings	  From	  Your	  Site	  Visit	  (10	  min)	  

• Key	  findings	  resulting	  from	  your	  interview	  including	  policies,	  programs,	  services	  provided	  to	  
optimize	  care	  for	  individuals	  with	  a	  life-‐threatening	  illness,	  successes	  (e.g.	  what	  is	  working	  well	  
to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  individuals	  with	  terminal	  illnesses,	  innovative	  programs,	  etc.)	  and	  
challenges	  &	  limitations	  (e.g.	  what	  is	  missing;	  program,	  service	  &	  resource	  gaps,	  etc.)	  

III.	   Recommendations	  (10	  min)	  

• Provide	  a	  number	  of	  specific	  recommendations	  that	  are	  workable	  &	  practical
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Media	  Review	  Assignment	  (15%)	  

Review	  a	  media	  (film,	  television,	  book,	  video	  game…	  etc.)	  depiction	  of	  death,	  dying,	  or	  bereavement.	  
Provide	  a	  brief	  summary	  of	  the	  media	  examined	  and	  then	  reflect	  on	  how	  this	  relates	  to	  your	  own	  
experiences	  or	  cultural	  practices/beliefs	  around	  death	  and	  dying.	  Then	  critically	  examine	  this	  depiction	  
and	  your	  reflections	  in	  light	  of	  course	  materials	  and	  relevant	  
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For	  non-‐medical	  absences,	  a	  makeup	  midterm	  will	  be	  provided.	  This	  will	  not	  be	  the	  same	  as	  the	  
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to	  improve	  their	  performance	  in	  the	  course	  following	  recei
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