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The University of Western Ontario 
Faculty of Health Sciences  

 
Health Sciences 4800G: Methods in Evidence-Based Practice 

Tuesdays* 10:30am – 1:30am, Talbot College Room 201  
*see tentative lecture schedule for class dates and times 

http://
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3.0 COURSE OVERVIEW AND FORMAT 
The primary goal of HS 4800G is to provide students who are interested in pursuing graduate studies 
with an opportunity for the continued development of reasoning and writing skills based on the 
integration of research evidence and critical thinking into practice. More specifically, students will 
gain and/or develop: 
 

� The skills necessary to critically appraise published research 
� An understanding of the role of research evidence in the field(s) of health studies 
� Knowledge of the methods and designs used in health-related research 
� Knowledge and experience related to the “art” of scientific writing 
� Experience presenting conference-style (i.e., poster or lecture) presentations 
� An in-depth knowledge of all aspects of scholarly writing, including ethical guidelines and 

APA formatting 
 
 
TENTATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE 
Changes to this lecture schedule (including change of locations) will be announced in class and on 
the course website. 

 
Tuesday January 4, 2011   Introduction to Evidence-Based Research 
 
Tuesday January 11, 2011 The Nature of Research 

Generation of the Evidence-Based Research Question 
 
Tuesday January 18, 2011 The Art of Scientific Writing  
 
Tuesday January 25, 2011 Library Information Session: Database Searches  

 
Tuesday February 1, 2011 Introduction to APA Guidelines 

Preparing (Lecture and Poster) Conference Presentations 
 
Tuesday February 8, 2011 Academic CV Building Workshop 

Introduction to the Publication Process 
 
Tuesday February 15, 2011 Introduction to Grant Writing 

Graduate School/Professional Applications 
 
Tuesday February 22, 2011 READING WEEK 
 
Tuesday March 1, 2011 Critical Appraisal of Qualitative Methods  

 
Tuesday March 8, 2011 Critical Appraisal of Quantitative Methods  
 
Tuesday March 15, 2011 Critical Appraisal of Reviews and Meta-Analyses 
 
Tuesday March 22, 2011 Introduction to Knowledge Translation 
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Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate 
policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web 
site:  http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf . 
 
Plagiarism:  Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words.  Whenever 
students take an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both 
by using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or 
citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offense (see Scholastic Offense Policy in the Western 
Academic Calendar). 
 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of 
plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the 
reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to 
the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (
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