


Learning environment: 
It is expected that students will be considerate of their colleagues and the instructor. 
Students are reminded to keep any noise and disruption to an absolute minimum in 
class.  Disruptive behaviour in class that impedes the ability to learn (i.e. cell phones, 
texting etc.) is not acceptable. 
 
Use of Electronic Devices: 
Electronic devices such as cell phones, must be turned off during class.  Laptops may 
be used for note taking during lectures. Using laptops to access MSN, email or the 
internet during class time is not acceptable. No electronic devices are permitted during 
tests/examinations. 
 
Course Evaluation: 
Students’ academic performance will be assessed in the following ways: 
 
 
A.    Six short summaries 15% Weekly (6 of 10 weeks) 
B.    Mid-term exam 30% November 1, 2010 
C.    Group presentation 25% November 22-29, 2010 
D.    Final paper outline 5% November 8, 2010. 
E.    Final paper 25% December 6, 2010 
 
 
  
A.  Six short summaries    (15%) 
Students are expected to prepare for each class by reading the weekly materials. For 
any 6 of the 10 classes in the term with assigned readings, write a 150-200 word 
summary of what yo



 
C. Group presentation    (5% + 20%) 
Students will be assigned to groups to work on a class presentation about a significant 
development or trend in another country that may be relevant to the future of health care 
in Canada. Groups will be assigned by the end of September. 
By October 25, each group will identify one significant journal article or government or 
Commission report on their topic (5%). The selection will be assigned for the entire class 
to read for either November 22 or 29. If your selection is longer than 8 pages, choose up 
to 8 pages for the class to read.  In addition, each group will make a 20 minute 
presentation to the class on their findings on either November 22 or November 29 
(20%).  Any powerpoint slides or handouts your group uses in the presentation must be 
emailed to the in



General rules and guidelines for assignments and grades: 
 
Academic integrity: 
Misrepresenting the work of others as your own, constitutes academic dishonesty and is 
a major academic offence in the University 



Grading of assignments: 
 
Written assignments will be graded using the following criteria: 
 
1. 





have an SMC completed by the attending physician, the student must request documentation 
sufficient to demonstrate that his/her ability to meet his/her academic responsibilities was 
seriously affected. 

 
 
Weekly course outline: 
 
Week 1, September 13, 2010 – Introduction    
 
No readings. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Week 2, September 20, 2010 – Canada Health Act, key principles, challenges 
 
Marchildon, G.P. “Organizational structure”, in Marchildon, Health systems in transition: 
Canada. 2005. Copenhagen: WHO Regional Office for Europe on behalf of the 
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, pp.19-38.  Available at: 
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/80568/E87954.pdf  
 
Marchildon, G.P.  “Financial resources”, in Marchildon, Health systems in transition: 
Canada.  2005.  Copenhagen: WHO Regional Office for Europe on behalf of the 
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, pp.39-59.  Available at: 
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/80568/E87954.pdf  
 
Flood, C.M.,& Sullivan,T. (2005). Supreme disagreement: The highest court affirms an 
empty right.  Canadian Medical Association Journal, 173:142-3. Available at: 
http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/reprint/173/2/142 
 
Ontario Court of Appeal in the case of Flora v. Ontario Health Insurance Plan, 2008 
ONCA 538.  Read paragraphs 7-24, 48-49, 56-63, 81-83, 93, 96-98, 101, 105-107 and 
110.  Available at: 
http://www.canlii.org/en/on/onca/doc/2008/2008onca538/2008onca538.pdf 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Week 3, September 27, 2010 – Sustainability, demographics and systemic 
challenges 
 
Standing Senate Committee on Banking, Trade and Commerce. The demographic time 
bomb: mitigating the effects of demographic change in Canada, pp.3-11, 31-33. 
Available at: 
http://www.parl.gc.ca/39/1/parlbus/commbus/senate/Com-e/bank-e/rep-e/rep03jun06-
e.pdf 
 
Dhalla, I. (2007). Canada's health care system and the sustainability paradox. Canadian 
Medical Association Journal, 177: 51-53. Available at: 
http://ecmaj.com/cgi/reprint/177/1/51 
 



Health Council of Canada. 2008. Sustainability of public health care: what does it mean? 
A panel discussion report. Toronto: Health Council of Canada. Available at: 
http://www.healthcouncilcanada.ca/docs/rpts/2008/SustainabilitySummary_HCC_July20
08.pdf 
 
 
Week 4, October 4, 2010 – Financing health care in the future 
 
Canadian Health Services Foundation.  Myth: Canada’s system of healthcare financing 
is unsustainable. Available at:  http://www.chsrf.ca/mythbusters/html/myth28_e.php  
 
Payne, G., Laporte, A., Deber, R., & Coyte, P.C. (2007).   Counting backward to health 



Week 6, October 25, 2010 – Restructuring and reform 
 
Remember: Your group’s assigned reading for the November 22 or 29 class 
presentation is due today. Bring a hard copy of the reading to class and email it to the 
instructor. 
 
Lomas, J., Woods, J, & Veenstra G. (1997).  Devolving authority for health care in 
Canada's provinces:  An introduction to the issues.  Canadian Medical Association 
Journal,156:371-377. Access at: 
http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/reprint/156/3/371 
 
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.  Local Health Integration Networks: building a 
true system: bulletin no. 1 – October 6, 2004. Access at: 
http://www.homecareontario.ca/public/docs/lhin_bulletins/lhin-bulletin-1-oct-04.pdf 
 
Lewis, S. De-regionalizing Alberta: the road to reform or collateral political damage? And 
then there was one. In Longwoods e-Letter May 20, 2008. Available at: 
http://longwoodsblog.blogspot.com/2008/05/de-regionalizing-alberta.html 
 
Jeyanathan T, Dhalla I, Culyer T, Levinson W, Laupacis A, Martin DL, 
Sullivan T, & Evans WK. (2006)  Recommendations for establishing a citizens’ council to 
guide drug policy in Ontario. Toronto: Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences.  Read 
pages 1-6.  Available at: 
http://www.ices.on.ca/file/Citizens_Council_Report_Nov-06.pdf 
 
 
Week 7, November 1, 2010– Midterm examination 
 

 
Week 8, November 8, 2010 – Gaps in the current health system  
 
Remember: Your outline for the final paper is due today in class.  It must also be 
submitted to turnitin.com through WebCT. 
 
Health Canada. (2005). Statistical profile on the Health of First Nations in Canada. 
Available at: 
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fniah-spnia/pubs/aborig-autoch/stats_profil-eng.php 
 
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. Media release: Listeriosis outbreak in Ontario. 
Available at: 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/pub/disease/listeria/listeriosis_outbreak_rep.p
df 
 
Raphael. D. (2003).  Addressing the social determinants of health in Canada: bridging 
the gap between research findings and public policy. Policy Options, 35-40. Available at: 
http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/mar03/raphael.pdf 
 



Lavis, JN. (2002).  Ideas at the margin or marginalized ideas? Nonmedical determinants 
of health in Canada.  Health Affairs, 21:107-12. Available at: 
http://content.healthaffairs.org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca:2048/cgi/reprint/21/2/107 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Week 9, November 15, 2008 – International comparisons 
 
Deber R. (2004).  Why did the world health organization rate Canada's health system as 
30th? Some thoughts on league tables.  Longwoods Review, 2:2-7.  Available at: 
http://www.longwoods.com/product.php?productid=17238 
 
Davis, K.,Schoen, C.,& Stremikis, K. (2010).  Mirror, Mirror on the Wall: How the 
performance of the U.S. healthcare system compares internationally. 2010 Update.  The 
Commonwealth Fund.  Browse only. Available at: 
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/~/media/Files/Publications/Fund%20Report/2010/Jun
/1400_Davis_Mirror_Mirror_on_the_wall_2010.pdf 
 
Esmail, N. & Walker, M. (2007). How good is Canadian health care? 2007 report: an 
international comparison of health systems.  Read the executive summary.  Download 
available at: 
http://www.fraserinstitute.org/research-news/display.aspx?id=13103 
 
Schoen, C., Osborn,R., Doty,M., Bishop,M., Peugh,J. & Murukutla, N. (2007).  Toward 
higher-performance health systems: Adults’ health care experiences in 0 Td
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Remember: Your final paper is due today in class. It must also be submitted to 
turnitin.com through WebCT. 
 
Cohn, D. (2005). Canadian Medicare: is there a potential for loyalty?  Evidence from 
Alberta. Canadian Journal of Political Science, 38:415-33.  Read abstract and 
conclusion (page 417 and pages 425-428). Available at: 
http://journals.cambridge.org.proxy2.lib.uwo.ca:2048/action/displayFulltext?type=1&fid=3
28320&jid=&volumeId=&issueId=&aid=328319 
 
Blidook, K. (2008).  Media, public opinion and health care in Canada: how the media 
affect "the way things are". Canadian Journal of Political Science, 41:355-74. Availa
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