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N2250A Understanding and Using Research   

 

Course Description: 

In this course, students will become knowledgeable consumers and users of research. Through a 

consideration of ways of knowing and questioning related to nursing research, students will 

explore basic strategies for identifying knowledge gaps through critical appraisal of research. 

Research roles and methods pertinent to nursing will be emphasized. 

 

Expanded Description:  

This course is designed to be an introduction to nursing research.  The main goal of the course is 

to prepare baccalaureate level nurses to be knowledgeable consumers to engage in nursing 

practice based on evidence.  “A consumer of research actively uses and applies research.  To be a 

knowledgeable consumer, you must have knowledge about the relevant subject matter, the 

ability to discriminate and to evaluate information logically, and the ability to apply the 

knowledge gained, uses and applies research in an active manner” (LoBiondo-Wood, Haber, 

Cameron, & Singh, 2013, p. 8).  Along with becoming a knowledgeable consumer of research, 

students will have the opportunity to explore and discuss various types of quantitative and 

qualitative research evidence and develop critical appraisal skills to determine what types of 

evidence are appropriate for translation into professional practice.  Finally, students will have the 

opportunity to examine how research evidence can be useful in generating new research ideas, 

facilitating clinical decision making, and informing health policy.    

Major Concepts in the course:    

1. Ways of knowing and introduction to the research process    

2. Ethics and privacy in research  

3. Information literacy and knowledge translation  

4. Conceptual/theoretical frameworks used in research  

5. 
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c. Knowledge translation to change practice, evidence-informed practice models, 

etc.  

Course Weight & Delivery: 0.5 FCE via OWL Brightspac 

The content of this course will be delivered fully online via an asynchronous learning 

format. Asynchronous learning means that the instructor and the students in the course 

all engage with the course content at different times (and from different locations). 

 

Weekly pre-recorded lectures will be posted on OWL Brightspace
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National Interprofessional Competencies addressed in the course: 

¶ Role clarification 

¶ Patient/Client/Family/Community-centered care 

¶ Team functioning 

 

Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing (CASN) Nursing Informatics Entry- 
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of course content. 

 

The quiz will be available from May 27 at 1200 (noon) and close on May 31st, 2024, at 23:55. 

There will be a time limit for the quiz, and it must be completed in one sitting. 

 

2.    Midterm test (relates to Course Learning Outcomes 1 through 8) 

 

Weight: 25% of course grade 

Due date: June 27th before 23:55 

 

The midterm test will allow students to self-test and demonstrate cumulative knowledge in this 

course. It will be conducted online (via OWL Brightspaced2 0 612 792 re
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How this course will contribute to your development as a professional nurse:   

Understanding and Using Research will contribute to students’ development as professional 

nurses in two primary fashions.  First, the material presented will demonstrate how the 

profession actively uses evidence-informed perspectives to drive practice and education.  

Second, this course will also assist students in developing a deeper understanding of how 

knowledge is generated and translated for professional practice.  Through these two perspectives, 

it is expected that students will become active and critical consumers of research for professional 

practice.   

How this course will contribute to your development as an interprofessional team member:   

This course will provide students with the basis from which to expand conceptualizations related 

to how knowledge is generated within the healthcare sector.  Subsequently, other healthcare team 

members’ contributions in research process will be described and explored from an 

interprofessional perspective.  Insights will be provided as to how nursing can become further 

involved in interprofessional research through the use of various exemplar case studies and other 

learning material related to knowledge translation for professional practice.  

How we will work together:  

Teaching and learning in this course are considered to be a shared responsibility between 

students and faculty.  Therefore, it is the professor’s role to guide, facilitate, and support student 

learning; subsequently, it is your responsibility as a student to actively engage in dialogue, 

reflection, and critical analysis 

https://uwoca.sharepoint.com/sites/NursingUndergraduateInformation?e=1%3A9bcb11eb675d42f1867e859267a302ae&CT=1690304572539&OR=OWA-NT&CID=d6022dc4-883c-f129-18eb-4f2f5576da36
https://uwoca.sharepoint.com/sites/NursingUndergraduateInformation?e=1%3A9bcb11eb675d42f1867e859267a302ae&CT=1690304572539&OR=OWA-NT&CID=d6022dc4-883c-f129-18eb-4f2f5576da36
https://uwoca.sharepoint.com/sites/NursingUndergraduateInformation?e=1%3A9bcb11eb675d42f1867e859267a302ae&CT=1690304572539&OR=OWA-NT&CID=d6022dc4-883c-f129-18eb-4f2f5576da36
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Scholarly Requirements 

All scholarly writing will follow the 7th edition of the Publication manual of the American 

Psychological Association (2020).  All other types of writing will follow APA (7

http://writing.uwo.ca/).
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https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/
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Students will be reported to the Associate Director (Western). Such behaviour may compromise 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf



