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This critical review examines the evidence regarding the Picture Exchange Communication System 
(PECS) intervention 
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Data Collection 
The search yielded 6 papers in total. Of these, two 
papers were randomized controlled studies (Yoder & 
Stone, 2006; Schreibman & Stahmer, 2014), two were 
single-subject design (Boesch et al., 2013; Carso
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the greatest mastery for three follow-up sessions. Long-
term results of the treatment were gathered 2 months 
after follow-up within thu .clcPP c 
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investigating speech outcomes. Specifically, the 3/9 
studies that include individuals (n=9) with an isolated 
diagnosis of ASD receiving PECS training. The 
research explored the differential impacts of PECS on 
speech outcomes related to participant speech abilities 
at onset of intervention. Appropriate search terms and 
databases were explored. The seven selection criteria for 
all included and excluded studies were adequately 
outlined and described. Accepted articles were coded 
and organized by elements such as quality of the 
research, comorbid diagnosis, type of AAC 
implemented, speech at the outset of the study and study 
results. Improvement Rate Difference (IRD), an effect 
size measure, was used to calculate the magnitude of 
change between baseline and intervention phases. The 
process for calculating IRD is described 




