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This criticalhappraisa] examined pub,ished literature for evidence that sib ing Mediated intervention is successfu, in
increasing the frequency of soci collﬂl’lumcation in chi dren with autisﬁ] spectrum disorder, ASD) An e ectronic
iterature search resu, ted in the i?entification of six artic es that Met inc usion criteria five Mu tip e base ine designs,
and, non randomized contro, tri Overa]], findings inéicate that there is suggestive evidence for the effectiveness
of sib,ing Mediated interventions in increasing socia] s%]s in chi dren with ASD The c]inica] significance and

S . 1
]nﬂltatlons of the current research are discussed

Introduction












fu]] potentla] of sib,ing Mediated interventions and
ether s!! s are l']l aintained over tiMe

Five studies, Chu and Pan, 2. 2« Ferraio, i and Harris,

g Oppenhelﬂl Leaf et , 2« Tsao and Odom,

& 3, ton and Ingersol 2. 2D inc,uded quantitative

and qu \tatlve Measures of treatMent acceptabll ity, or
how much sib,ings and or parents enjoyed the
intervention, a . of whiéh indicated moderate to strong
satisfaction Parents and sib,ings showed positive
opinions of the interventions and parents often reported
an increase in qua, ity and frequency of sib ing
interaction The soci idity data docul'l]ented the
socia, iMportance ofleilodest effect of the sib ing
Mediated interventions on soci sm s A thouglll these
resu, ts are promising, More systeﬂlatlc eV1dence 18
needed AsMentioned above, sib ings have the potenti
to teach Many different sM s to their brothers or sisters
with ASD over time However, .engthy interactions ca),
for additiona, considerations, such as prevention of
burnout for :Le sib,ing interventionists and awareness of
deve opmenta, changes in the sib ingd abi ities and
desires to participate in interventions Therefore, it is
important to Measure sib,ing outcoMes as iMportant
factors during intervention

Itis highly important to consider the functioning of the
sibl ing applying the intervention Factors such as sib,ing
age, gender, and c, oseness with the target brother or
sister cou, d ay arose, both in how we, a sib i (ing
can imp el‘ﬂent tf‘le 1ntervent10n and how F}uch the target
chi d .earns from the sib,ing Future research is needed
to ]clieterl" ine which sib,ing factors are re; ated to
intervention effectiveness

Limitations

As with most sing e subject designs, a sfa . number of
chi dren with ASD and TD sib;i ings participated in the
study, so the externa, Va.lldlty 1s imited FurtherMore,
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