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(students at grade level performed better than students 
below grade level).   
 
Strengths of this study include strong rationale and 
appropriate expansion on previous research, detailed 
description of methods, appropriate use of statistical 
analysis including error analysis and reliability. 
Selection criteria was not described, and convenience 
sampling was utilized, however clear participant 
descriptions were provided. Limitations included not 
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Tucci and Easterbrook’s (2015) study VP was not used 
to teach one of their outcome measures; syllable 
segmentation. Visual analysis of the data shows syllable 
segmentation was not as consistently learned and 
mastered as the other outcome measures. This raises the 
question as to whether use of VP could have enhanced 
the participants learning. Future research is needed to 
determine the efficacy of VP as an addition to a literacy 
program.  
 
This review revealed gaps in the literature and provides 
suggestions for future research. Future studies should 
address these gaps through the use of study designs that 
include comparison groups to determine if the addition 
of VP is helpful as well as determine which literacy 
programs are most effective


