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Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) allows a child with severe speech and 
language difficulties to interact with their peers and develop important friendships. AAC 
devices can also negatively influence the attitudes and perceptions of these peers towards the 
AAC user, creating a difficult social environment for the child to develop and build 
communicative competence. This critical review examines the impact that AAC devices have 
on the attitudes of school-age peers towards children who utilize AAC, and the various 
factors that may influence these attitudes.  A literature search using computerized databases 
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Classroom Level Randomized Control Trial 
 A classroom level, or pseudorandomized, 
control trial is an RCT where classroom groups (rather 
than individual participants) are randomly allocated to 
one 
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range of the current participants. Another weakness is 
the small sample size and limited demographic area 
represented. There was also one participant that did not 
meet selection criteria of unfamiliarity with children 
with disability, but remained in the study, opening up 
the possibility of incorrect findings. 
  
Dada et al. (2016) presented equivocal evidence 
regarding a potential impact of the type of AAC, 
however there are many weaknesses that influence the 
reliability of their data. 
 

Discussion 
 

A critical analysis of the existing literature revealed 
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procedure also demonstrated a positive interaction 
between an AAC user and an adult, with no 
communication breakdown demonstrated. Although this 
remained consistent between videos and therefore 
should not impact the overall effects found for 
independent variables, attitudes may not be 
representative of a “real life” scenario. 
 

Clinical Implications 
 

Although the studies reviewed were limited in their 
applicability to clinical practice, they provided 
important information to direct future research. Based 
on the current findings, further investigations on the 
attitudes of unfamiliar school-aged children towards 
peers who utilize AAC is an area of significant interest. 
Through the identification of influencing factors, 
strategies can then be explored to increase familiarity 
and knowledge of disability to positively influence the 
attitudes of these children and improve interactions with 
peers who use AAC. 
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