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evaluation of the patient’s swallow throughout 
the illness trajectory, identifying strategies to 
ma
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The results of this study indicated that 96% of 
participants consider S-LPs to have a role in 
palliative care services and majority agreed 
these roles include assessing and managing 
swallowing and communication difficulties, 
educating the patient, family and the healthcare 
team and participating in overall patient care 
through multidisciplinary team involvement. 
Themes common amongst participant comments 
were
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Due to the limited strength of evidence provided 
by the articles reviewed, it is recommended that 
further research is conducted in order to 
construct more well-defined practice guidelines 
for the SLP’s roles and responsibilities in EOL 
care. Additionally, due to the lack of specific 
practice guidelines for S-LPs working in EOL 
care, further education and professional 
development is essential for S-LPs working in 
this area.  
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