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Critical Review: 
Does canine-assisted intervention support positive social functioning and improve 

communication outcomes in children 
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human-dog relationship have the potential to 
target and overcome the difficulty of 
individuals with ASD to interact effectively 
with others. Berry et al. (2013) bel
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dogs decreased negative social behaviour, 
such as social isolation and withdrawal.  

Strengths of the study included detailed 
procedures sufficient for replication. 
Weaknesses include small sample sizes and 
the selection of articles with biased designs.  

Overall, this study provides suggestive 
evidence that therapy dogs promote an 
increase in verbal and non-verbal social 
behaviours in children with ASD.  

Case Control  
Case control studies can be useful in outlining 
differences between an experimental group 
and a control group in situations when the 
subjects cannot be randomly assigned to either 
group (e.g. when looking at special 
populations).  
 
Funahashi  
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increasing the social communication of a boy 
with autism.  
 
Informational Review 
Informational reviews of the literature can 
provide good overviews and models by using 
related research to inform practice, thereby 
providing suggestive evidence. However, 
these reviews should be interpreted with 
caution because a critical review of the 
supporting research is often not included, and 
the available research might not directly 
address the population of interest.  
 
Siewertsen et al. (2015) completed an 
informational review that summarized the 
findings on the effectiveness and limitations 
of pet therapy on ASD. Their review included 
a total of 7 articles: systematic review (2), 
single-group quasi-experimental (1), survey 
research (3), and qualitative research (1). The 
results of the review suggested that studies 
have shown mostly positive effects for pet 
therapy, including better social and 
communication interactions, a decrease in 
ASD severity and high satisfaction rates 
amoung families of children with ASD.  
 
Strengths of this study are limited. 
Weaknesses include lack of search criteria and 
procedures, small sample sizes, and lack of 
control groups within studies used.  
 
Overall, this study provides equivocal 
evidence for the effectiveness of pet therapy 
on children with ASD.  
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