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difficulties with the nonverbal communicative 
behaviours that serve a suprasegmental purpose.  
 

Objectives 
 
The purpose of this critical review was to explore the 
differences between Deaf
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outgrowing of this type of error for Deaf children with 
ASD. 
 
In the studies that reported a gender breakdown of 
participants (Bhat et al, 2018; Shield & Meier, 2012; 
Shield et al, 2015; and Shield, Cooley & Meier, 2017), 
there is a higher number of males in the ASD group 
than the TD Deaf group. This is to be expected, as: 
“Autism spectrum disorder is diagnosed four times 
more often in males than in females.” (DSM-5, 2013, 
section 299.00 F84.0). The control groups had a more 
evenly divided sample. While this would appear 
representative, some caution in interpretation is 
recommended with regards to the use and 
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