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This critical review examined cultural considerations required for Speech-Language 
Pathologists (SLPs) when assessing the speech and language of First Nations children. 
Reviewed study designs included expert opinions, qualitative studies and non-randomized 
clinical trials. The evidence gathered provides suggestive evidence of cultural considerations 
for SLPs when assessing the speech and language of First Nations children. However, existing 
evidence is limited to expert opinions and nonexperimental designs, thus reason-based practice 
is currently the best guide for SLPs. Recommendations for clinical practice and future research 
are discussed.  

  
  

Introduction 
 

Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) specialize in the 
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ways to address the cultural and linguistic diversity of 
these children in our assessments. This is especially 
true as culturally appropriate tools have yet to be 
developed. Thus, this research question seeks to assess 
cultural considerations appropriate to apply to the 
assessment of speech and language of First Nations 
children.  
 

Objectives 
 
The primary objective of this paper was to critically 
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clinicians to consider when assessing the language of 
First Nations children.  
 
Survey Research  
Survey research studies collect qualitative information 
regarding people’s knowledge, attitudes, experiences 
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distinguishing language differences from language 
disorders in 17 grade 3 children from the Samson Cree 
First Nation in Alberta, Canada. The children were 
classified as normal language learners (NLL) or as 
having possible language learning difficulties (PLLD) 
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