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This is a study that explored differences in the 
semantics of narrative discourse samples produced by 
18 individuals with AD compared to samples 
produced by 18 healthy elderly controls. Participants 
completed the
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sample size of 30 individuals was small. While the 
normative sample of 240 individuals included groups 
across the adult lifespan with norms adjusted for sex 
and education level, some of the groups, especially in 
the older ages, included less than ten individuals, 
which are small samples and may not account for 
normal variability.   
 
This study provides suggestive evidence that 
measures associated with semantic processing are 
able to reliably discriminate between performance of 
healthy aged individuals and that of individuals with 
AD, including those in the early stages of the disease, 
on discourse tasks.  

Tomoeda, Bayles, Trosset, Azuma & McGeagh 
(1996) 

The aim of this study was to investigate the 
relationship between dementia severity and 
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