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key terms: ((tablet) OR (e-book) OR (iPad)) AND
(preschool*)  AND  ((emergent literacy) OR
(phonological awareness) OR (concepts about print) OR
(print concepts)).

Selection Criteria

The studies selected for inclusion in this critical review
were required to include preschool children (within age
range of 3-5 years), use of touch-screen tablets
(regardless of the type of application), and at least one
measure of emergent literacy (phonological awareness,
concepts about print, alphabet knowledge or literate
language). No limitations were placed on the research
design.

Data Collection
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on tablet devices, the studies found different results
regarding the effect of print versus e-book formats.
Specifically, Masataka (2014) found that the emergent
literacy skills of the children who used e-books
improved more than those who used print books
whereas Willoughby and colleagues (2015) found print
and e-books similarly increased the emergent literacy
skills of the children who wused them. Certain
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