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towards significance for medial phoneme deletion, in 
favour of the monolingual group (p =.07). A ceiling 
effec
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cohort study do present suggestive evidence that 
bilingualism alone does not lead to better PA skills.  
 
Marinova-Todd, Zhao, and Bernhardt (2010) 
investigated whether bilingualism would affect PA 
skills in one or both languages of 5 and 6-year-
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stronger in Gr.4 (p<.01). For rimes of shared-words, 
bilinguals were stronger than monolinguals in Gr.2 
(p=.01) and Gr.4 (p=.02).  
 
The authors concluded that there does appear to be a 
bilingual advantage to PA in early grades. They argued 
that bilingualism was indeed a critical factor, as 
language groups had distinctly different patterns of PA 
development. They argued that, as bilinguals become 
fluent in a second language, their PA skills develop at 
an advanced rate, compared to monolinguals. However, 
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