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Effect of PROMPT with Developmental Phonological 

Disorder 

A study by Dodd and Bradford (2000), explored the 

efficacy of three different therapy methods for three 

boys, aged three to five years, who had two different 

types of moderate to severe phonological 

impairment: consistent non-developmental 

phonological disorder and inconsistent phonological 

disorder. The three types of therapy investigated 

were: phonological contrast approach, core 

vocabulary approach and PROMPT.  The 

phonological contrast approach teaches 

phonological-based rules about the contrastive use 

of phonemes and the core vocabulary approach 

focuses on consistency of production for a small set 

of words rather than correct production.  Using data 

from the Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation (GFTA) 

(Goldman & Fristoe, 1986), the 25 Word Test for 

Inconsistency (Dodd, 1995), phonological analysis, 

spontaneous speech samples and the Test for 

Auditory Comprehension of Language-Revised 

(TACL-R) (Carrow-Wollfolk, 1985), the researchers 

determined which type of therapy was most 

successful for the children.  The results revealed that 

the phonologically-based phonological contrast 

approach was most successful for the child with 

consistent non-developmental phonological disorder 

and the core vocabulary approach produced results 

for the two boys with inconsistent phonological 

disorder.  The PROMPT therapy did not produce 

improvement in any of the children.  The researchers 

determined that therapy providing information 

about phonetic placement is not effective for 

children with phonological speech disorders.   

 

Effect of PROMPT with Acquired Apraxia of Speech 

with Aphasia 

There were four studies found to hold the conclusion 

that PROMPT is an effective therapy for adult clients 

with acquired apraxia of speech with aphasia. 

Square, Chumpelik and Adams (1985) described a 

client with severe apraxia of speech with moderate 

Broca’s aphasia who achieved 90-100% accuracy 

with phrase production and similar success with 

minimal word pairs.  Intelligibility improved as 

measured by the Assessment of Intelligibility of 

Dysarthric Speech (Yorkston & Beukelman, 1981) 

after the individual participated in PROMPT therapy.  

No improvements were reported with a 

simultaneous comparison treatment, integral 

stimulation.  Investigators did not report 

generalization but the subject showed declining 

performance after a five month period, indicating 

little maintenance.  Square, Chumpelik, Morningstar 

and Adams (1986) evaluated the PROMPT therapy 

method with repetition and integral stimulation 

therapy in three adult participants with acquired 

apraxia of speech and Broca’s aphasia.  The authors 

concluded that PROMPT therapy was the most 

effective in assisting with accurate production of 

functional utterances (98-100%), production of 

phonemic contrasts (90-100% accuracy) and 

bisyllabic words (75-100% accuracy).  In another 

paper investigating the effectiveness of PROMPT, 

Freed, Marshall and Frazier (1997) found that a 

severely apractic-aphasic adult participant exhibited 

accurate production of words and phrases (e.g., 

100%) during treatment and preserved production 

of words and phrases (e.g., 78.2%) after PROMPT 

treatment.  Recently, Bose, Square, Schlosser and 

van Lieshout (2001) explored PROMPT treatment 

with an adult participant with moderate apraxia of 

speech and Broca’s aphasia.  The authors found 

improved production of imperative sentences (e.g., 

75%) and active declarative sentences (e.g., 55%), 

but not of interrogative sentences (e.g., 24%).  These 

were the first researchers to attempt to investigate 

PROMPT therapy with speech movements in 

utterances of varying complexity and different 

sentence types. 

 

Effect of PROMPT with Cerebral Palsy 

The most recent investigation examining the use of 

the PROMPT treatment method comes from Ward, 

Leitao and Strauss (2009a; 2009b) who studied the 

use of the treatment with children who had cerebral 

palsy with a speech impairment. The authors 

targeted functional vocabulary for the six 

participants.  There were two levels of intervention 

provided, a first at the participants’ priority lev  
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the level of confidence that PROMPT affects 

behavioural change. Future studies also should   use 

statistical analyses in order to validate effects.  

Research is needed to determine both specific 

effects and the generality of findings of PROMPT 

therapy. 
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